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Whan tivcry one shall squal be— 

None wealthy, none in penury. 

’IVhoe’ut re^etvetii grojt command* 

Hath work enough to All hit: knndh 
Whoe'er with much Ijjvth trusted l>eeli, 

Tift Well if lie may Skve Ilia -akin ; 

WELerefope, youv UntmUtioiH OHM, 

What ii't to lvaibe for some few (iayes ? 

The cover was now again put. to and locked, the trumpets 
and kettle-drums began afresh,, yet the Litter lamentation 
of the prisoners was heard above all, and soon caused my 
eyes to run over. Presently the Antient Matron, together 
with her son, sate down, and commanded the Redeemed 
should be told. As soon as she had. written down their 
number in a gold-yellew tablet, she demanded everyone's 
name ; this was also written down by a little page. Having 
vie wed us all, she sighed, and said to her son — “ Ah, how 
LaitiJy am I grieved for the poor men in the dungeon ! I 
would to God I durst release them all." Whereuuto her 
son replied — “ Mother, it is thus ordained by God, against 
Whom we may not contend. In case we all of m were lord-s, 
and were seated at table, who would there be to bring up 
the service 1" At this his mother held her peace, but soon 
after she said — " Well, let these he freed front their fetters," 
which was presently done, and T, though among the last, 
could not refrain, but bowed myself before the Antient 
Matron, thanking God that through her had graciously 
vouchsafed to bring me out of darkness into light. The 
rest did likewise to the satisfaction of the matron. Lastly, 
to every one was given a piece of gold for a remembrance, 
and to spend, by the way. On the one side thereof was 
stamped the rising sun ; on the other those three letters 
D L S ; therewith all haul license to depart to his own 
business, with this intimation, ihtd ux to tkc glory of God 
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should benefit our neighbours, and reserve in silence what we. had 
been intrusted with , which we promised to do, and departed one Muimmuin 

TWitpmj- 

from another. Because of the wounds the fetters had caused unit 
me, I could not well go forward, which the matron presently 
espying, calling ms again to her side, said to mo — “ My son , 
let not this defect afflict thee, but call to mind thy infirmi- 
ties, and thunk God who hath permitted, thee, even in this 
world, to come into so high a light. Keep these wounds 
for my sake/' vnb™*« 

Whereupon the trumpets began again to sound, which so 
affrighted me that I awoke, and perceived that it was onely EitH . Fjrtt 
a dream, which yet was so impressed on iny imagination iLLlL 
that I was perpetually troubled about it, and inethought I 
was still sensible of the wounds on my font. By all these 
things L well understood that God had vouchsafed me to be s^uin 
present at this mysterious and hidden Wedding, wherefore 
with childlike eonlidciicc I returned thanks to His Divine 


Majesty, and besought Him that He would preserve me in Pr<jL±Ltiu r 
His fear, daily fill iny heart with wisdom and understand- 
ing, and graciously conduct me to the desired end. There- 
upon L prepared myself for the way, put on my white v 
linn bu coat, gilded my ley us, with a blood -rod ribbon 
hound cross- ways over my shoulder. In my hat I stuck 
four red roses, that I might the sooner by this token be 
taken notice of amongst the throng. For food I took 
bread, salt, and water, which by the counsel of an under* 
standing person I had at certain times used, not without 
profit, in the like occurrences. Before I parted from my 
cottage, I first, in this my wedding garment, fell down upon 
my kneeSj and besought God to vouchsafe rue a good issue. 

I made a vow that if anything should hy II is Grace be re- vhiwud. 
vealed to me, 1 would iniploy it neither to my own honour 
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loS 

nor authority id (lie world, but bo the spreading of His 
name, and the service of my neighbour. With this vow I 
departed out of my cell with joy. 


The Sen? nd Day „ 


I was hardly got out of my cell into a forrest when me- 

thought the whole heaven and all the elements had 

TriJUJdJuin trimmed themselves against this wedding. Even the birds 

amptUa. chanted more pleasantly then before, and the young fawns 

skipped so merrily that they rejoiced my old heart, and 

moved me also to sing with such a loud voice throughout 

For SylvMB, the whole forrest, that it resounded from all parts, the 

hills repeating my last words, until at length T espyod a 

in campsuu. enrious. green heath, whither I betook myself out of the 

s qedri. forrest Upon this heath stood three tall cedars, which 

aTeospisk. afforded an excellent shade, whereat I greatly rejoyced, for, 

although 1 had not gone far, my earnest longing made me 

Tauem faint. As soon as I eamn somewhat nigh, I eepyed a tablet 
mere iu- 1 & u a, , 

i. tautened to one of them, on which the following words were 

written in curious letters 



l. 


s. 


a.. 


God save thee, Stranger J If thou hast heard anything 
concerning the nuptials of the King, consider these words^ 
By us doth the Bridegroom offer thee a choice between 
fouTG ways, &U of which, if thou dost not gink down in the 
way, can bring thee to his royal court. The first is short 
but dangerous, . and one which will lead thee into rocky 
places, through- which it will be. Scarcely possible to pass. 
The second is longer, and takce thee circuitously; it ia 
plain and easy, if by the help of the Magnet, thou turnest 
neither to left nor right. The third ia that truly royal 
way which through various pleasures and pageants of our 
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King, affords thee a joyful journey; but tills £0 far lias 
scarcely been allotted to one in a thousand. By the fourth 4 . 
shall no man reach the place, because it is a consuming way, 
practicable onely for incorruptible bodys. Choose now 
which thou wilt of the three, and persevere constantly 
therein^ for know whichsoever thou shalt enter, that is the 
one destined for thee by immutable Fate, nor canst thou go 
hack therein save at great peril to life. These are the 
things which we would have thee know, but* ho, beware t 
thou knoweat not with how much danger thou dost commit 
thyself to this way, for if thou knoweafc thyself by the 
smallest fault to bo obnoxious to the laws of our King, I 
beseech thee, while it is still possible, to* return swiftly to 
thy house by the way which thou earnest. 

A& eoOis as I had read this writing all my joy vanished, 
and I, who before sang merrily, began inwardly to lament. 

For although I saw all three ways bofore me, and it was viiurnmna 
vouchsafed me to make choice of one, yet it troubled rne 
that in caso 1 wont the stony and rocky way, I might get a 
deadly fa!! ; or, taking the long one, I might wander 
through bye- ways and be detained in the great journey, 

Neither durst I hope that I, amongst thousands, should he 
the one who should choose the Itoyal way, I saw likewise 
the fourth before me, but so invironed with tire and exhala- 
tion that i durst not draw near it, and, therefore, again 
and again considered whether I should turn back or take Dutra. 
one of the ways before me. I well weighed my own im- 
worthiness, and though the dream* that I was delivered out 
of the tower, still comforted me, yet 1 durst not confidently cn^sn^tjp. 
rely upon it, l was so perplexed that, for great weariness, 
hunger and thirst seized me, whereupon 1 drew out my 
bread, cut a slice of it, which a anew- white dove, of whom 
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\ was not aware, sitting upon the tree* es-pyed and there- 
with came down, betaking herself very familiarly to me, t-o 
whom I willingly imparted my food* vrhich she received, 
and with her prettinoss did again a little refresh me, But 
as soon as her enemy, a most black Ruvenj perceived it, ho 
straight darted down upon the dove* and- taking no notice 
of me, would needs force away her meat, who could not 
otherwise guard herself hut by flight. 'Whefeupon, both 
together flew toward the South, at which I was so hugely 
incensed and grieved, that without thinking, I made haste 
after the filthy Raven, and so, against my will, ran into one 
of the fore-mentioned ways a whole field's length. The 
Raven being thus chased away, and the Dove delivered, I first 
observed what I had inconsiderately done, and that I was 
already entered into a way, from which, under peril of pum 
ishment, T durst not retire, and though l had still where- 
with to comfort myself yet that which was worst of all was, 
that 1 had left my bag and bread at the Tree, and could 
never retrieve them, for as soon as I turned myself about, 
a contrary wind was so strong against me that it was ready 
to fell me, but it 1 went forward, [ perceived no hindrance, 
wherefore I patiently took up my cross, got upon my feet, 


and resol ved I would use my utmost endeavour to get to my 
journey's end before night. Now, although many apparent 
Compasfns. byways showed themselves, I still proceeded with my corn- 
pass, and would not budge one step from the meridian line. 


IJowbeit, the way was oftentimes so rugged that I was in 
no little doubt of it. I constantly thought upon the Dove 
and Raven, and yet could not search out the meaning, until 
Dim itorUim. upon a high hill afar off I espyed a stately Portal, to which, 
octMUtt, not regarding that it was distant from the way I was in, I 

0 hasted, because the sun bad already hid himself under the 
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hills, and 1 mu Id elsewhere see no abiding place, which I 
verily ascribe only to God, Who might have permitted me 
bo go forward, and withheld my eyes that so I might have 
gascd beside tibia gate, to which I now made mighty haste, 
and reached it by so much daylight as to take a competent 
view of it. It was an exceeding Hoy ah beautiful Portal, 
whereon wets carved & multitude of moat noble figures and 
devices, every one of which (as I afterwards learned) had its 
peculiar signification. Above was fixed a pretty largo 
Tablet, with these words, ( ' Ptq£uI hinc proeul Us jyrofamE and Tabui* iu. 
more that I was forbidden to relate. As soon as I was fl(:Tl( * JujLla - 
coine unto the portal, there streight stepped forth one in a rai-tEt™-. 
sky-col cured habit, whom 1. saluted in friendly manner. 

Though he thankfully returned my greeting, he instantly 
demanded my Letter of Invitation, 0 how glad was I utuw ^ 
that I had brought it with me ! How easily might I have '' 0, ’ H ' Lit,DE!i - 
forgotten it as chanced to others, as he himself told mo. I 
quickly presented it, wherewith lie was not only satisfied, 
but showed me abundance of respect, saying, “ Como in, 
my Brother, an acceptable guest you are to me," withal 
entreating me not to withhold my name from him. 

Having replied that I was a Brother of the Red Roste v<mm 
Cross, ho both wondred and scorned to rejoyee at it, and then 


proceeded thus : — My brother, have you nothing about you 
wherewith to purchase a token ¥ ” I answered my ability was 
small, but if be saw anything about me lie had a. mind to, 
it was at his service. Having requested of mo my bottle of 
water,, and I granting it* lie gave me a golden token, whereon 3ewejtl - 


stood these letters* S.C., entreating mo that when it stood sand^u 
me in good stead, I would remember him, After which *j»i!ius ,1 ' L 
I suited him how many were got in before me, which ho sp^ i " 
also told, mo ; and lastly, out of meet friendship, gave me a 
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sealed letter to the second Porter* Having lingered soras 
time with him, the night grew on r whereupon a great 
beacon upon the gate was immediately fired, that if any 
were still upon the way, ho might make haste thither. 
The road whero it finished at the castle was enclosed with 
■walls, and planted with ail sorts of excellent fruit trees. 
On every third tree on each side lanterns were hung up, 
wherein all the candles were lighted with a glorious torch 
by a "beautiful Virgin, habited in ah ye- colony which was so 
noble and majestic a spectacle that I delayed longer then 
was requisite. At length, after an advantageous instruc- 
tion, I departed from the first porter, and so went on the 
way, until I caina to the second gate, which was adorned 
with images and joystick significations. In the affixed 
Tablet Stood — Date et dahitwr wits. Under this gate lay a 
terrible Lyon, chained, who, as soon as he espied me, arose 
and made at me with great roaring, whereupon the second 
porter, who lay upon a stone of marble, awaked, and wish- 
ing me not to be troubled nor affrighted, drove back the 
lyon, and having received the letter, which I reached him 
with trembling hand, he read it, and with groat respect 
spake thus to me ; — <f Now well-come in God's name unto 
me the man whom of long time I would gladly have seen | fi 
Meanwhile, he also drew cuts token, and asked me whether 
I could purchase it. But J, having nothing else left but 
my salt, presented it to him, which he thankfully accepted - 
Upon this token again stood two letters, namely, S.iL 
Being just about- to d iscourse with him, it began to ring in 
the castle, whereupon the porter counselled me to run 
apace^ or all the paines I had taken would serve to 
no purpose, for the lights above began already to be 
extinguished, whereupon 1 dispatched with much haste 
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that I heeded not the porter j the virgin, after whom all the 
lights were put out, was at my heels, and I should never 
have found tile way, iisul not she with her torch afforded 
mo some light. I was more-over constrained to enter the ratt* 

, t > > 1 b i daiULiimr. 

very next to DOT, alia the gates were so suddenly cl apt to 
that a part of my coate was locked out, which I was forced 
to kayo behind ine, for neither I nor they who stood ready 
without and called at the gate could prevail with the porter 
to open it again. He delivered the keys to the virgin, who 
took them with her into the court- I again surveyed the 
gate, which now appeared so rich that the world could net 
equal it Just by the door were two columns, oil one of which rynunWn 
stood a pleasant figure with this inscription, Coftgt&tuli) r, llulUri ' 

On the ether side w;ts a statue with countenance veiled, 
and beneath Was written, CrniditUo. In brief, the inscrip- 
tions and figures thereon were so dark and mysterious that 
the most dexterous could not have expounded them, 
yet all those 1 shall e*er long publish and explain. Under pm^insum 
this gate 1 was again to give my name, which was written 1111 1,1 DriG ' 
down ill a little vellum-book, and immediately with the 
rest dispatched to the Lord Bridegroom, Here I hrat re- 
ceived the true gueabtokeii, which was somewhat less than 
the former, hut much heavier ; upon this stood the letters 
S. P. N, Besides tMs, a new pair of shoes were given, me, 
for the floor of the castle was pure shining marble* My *p£m'v rffl 
old ones I was to give to one of the poor who sate in *** 


tlironga under the gate. I bestowed them on an old matt, 
after which two pages with as many torches conducted me pufr . 
into a little mom, where they willed me to sit down upon 
a. form, and, sticking their torches in two holes made in the 
pavement, they departed, and left me sitting alone. Soon 
after I heard a noise but saw nothing ; it proved to be eer- 
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tain men who stumbled in upon me, hut. since I could mm 
nothing I was fain to suffer and attend what they would do 
with me. Presently finding that they were barbers .1 in- 
treated them not to jostle me, for I was content to do 
what they desired, whereupon one of them, whom I yet 
0011 Id not sco, gently cut away the hair from the crown of 
my head, but on my forehead, ears, and eyes he permitted 
my ice-grey lochs to bang. In this first encounter I was 
ready to despair, for, inasmuch as some of them shoved me 
so force ably, and were still invisible, I could onely think 
that God for my curiosity had suffered me to miscarry. 
The unseen barbers carefully gathered up the hair which 
was out off, and carried it away. Then the two pages re- 
entered and heartily laughed at me for being so terrified- 
They bad scarce spoken a few words with me when again 
a little bell began to ring, which fas the pages informed me) 
was to give notice for assembling, whereupon they willed 
me to rise, and through many walks, doors, and winding 
stairs lighted me into a spacious hall,, where there was a 
great multitude of guests— emperors, kings, princes, and 
lords, noble and ignoble, rich and poor, and all sorts of 
people j at which I hugely marvelled, and thought to my- 
self, " All ! how gross a fool hast thou been to ingage upon 
this journey with so much bitterness and toil, when here 
are fellows whom thou well knowest, and yet hadst never 
any reason to esteem, while thou, with all thy prayers and 
supplications, art hardly got in at last.” 

This and more the devil, at that time injected. Mean- 
time one or other of my acquaintance spake to me "Gh ! 
Brother Rosen creutp, art- thou here too?” <f Yca, my 
brethren 1 replied, ** The grace of God hath helped me in 
also,” at which they raised a mighty laughter, looking upon 
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it as ridiculous that there should be need of God in so 
slight a,n occasion. Having demanded each of them con- iiniitoLus 

Invtqm b^ii 

ceraiug his way, and finding moat of them were forced to Tin 
clamber over the rocks, certain invisible trumpets began to 
sound to the table, whereupon all seated themselves, every 
one as he judged himself shove the rest, so that for mo 
and some other sorry fellows there was hardly a little nook 
left at the lowermost table. Presently the two pages 
entred, and one of them said grace in so handsom and 
excellent a manner as roioycod the very heart in my "body, tyiidum 

piWCH 

Hbwbeit, soma made but little reckoning of them, but H^tipnii. 
fleired and winked one at another, biting their lips within 
their hats, and using like unseemly gestures. After this, 
meat was brought in, and, albeit none could be seen, every- 

CuiTitni*:- 

ii ■ ■ a g n't KJ a 

thing was so orderly managed tlmt it seemed as if every 
guest had his proper attendant. Now my Artists having Miuism _ 
somewhat reunited themselves, and the wine having a little 
removed shame from their hearts, they presently began to imsM*. 
vaunt of their abilities. Ono would prove this, another ffiorktiu 
that, and commonly the most sorry idiots made the loudest 
noise. When I call to mind what preternatural and im- 
possible enterprises 1 then heard, I am still ready to vomit 
at it. In fine, they never kept in their order, but when- 
ever possible a rascal would insinuate himself among the 
nobles. Every man had his own prate, and yet the great 
lords were so simple that they believed their pretences, and 
the rogues became so audacious, that although some of 
them were rapped .over the fingers with a knife, yet they 
flinched not at it, hut when any one perchance bad filched 
a gold-chain, then would all hazard for the like. I saw on# 
who hom'd tbc movements of tbe Heavens, the second could 
see Plato’s Ideas, a third could number the atoms of Demo 
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oritus, There were nub a Few pretenders to perpetual 
motion. Many an one (in my opinion) Lad good under- 
standing, but assumed too much to himself to his own de- 
struction. Lastly, there was one who would needs per- 
suade us that he saw the servitors who atte tided , and would 
have pursued Ms contention, had not one of those invisible 
waiters reached him so hatidsom a cuff upon his lying 
ihupkIo, that nut only he, but many who were by him, be- 
came mute as mice. It best of all pleased me that those of 
whom I had any esteem were very quiet in LheiT business, 
acknowledging themselves to be misunderstanding men for 
whom the mysteries of nature were too high. In this 
tumult I had almost cursed the day wherein I came 
hither, for I could not hut with anguish behold that 
those lewd people were above at the board* hut 3 in my 
sorry place could not even rest in quiet, one of these 
rascals scornfully reproaching me for a motley fool, 1 
dreamed not that there was one gate behind through which 
we must pass, but imagined during the whole wedding I 
waste continue in fins scorn and indignity which I had at no 
time deserved, either of the Lord Bridegroom or the Bride. 
And* therefore, I opined he would have done well to seek 
some other fool than me for his wedding. To such impa- 
tience doth the iniquity of this world reduce simple hearts. 
But this was really one part of the lameness whereof I had 
dreamed* 

The lunger all th«s clamour lasted, the more if increased. 
Howbeif, there sate by me a very fine, quiet man, who dis- 
coursed of excellent matters* and at length said : — 1 " My 
Brother, if any one should come now who were willing to 
instruct these blockish people in the right way* would he 
be heard 1 ” ** Ho, verily/’ I reply ed. " The world,” said 
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he, u la now resolved to 1 m; cheated, and will give no ear to siurniujTiin 
those who Intend its good, Seest thou that Oock’s-comb, J<K,pU 
with what whimsical figures and foolish conceits ho allures 
others There one makes mouths at the people with un- 
heard -of mysterious words. Yet the time is now coming 
when those shameful vizards shall he pin eked off, and the 
world shall know what vagabond imposters worn concealed 
behind them. Then perhaps that will be valued which at 
present is not esteemed. ” 

While lie was thus spanking, and the clamour was still 
increasing all on a endden there began in the hah such ex> 
cel lent and stately musick of which, all the days of my life, I u r mu. 
never hoard the like, Every one held his peace, and at- 
tended what would como of it. There were all stringed 
instruments imaginable, sounding together in such har- 
mony that 1 forgot myj&alf, and sate so immovably that 
those by me were amazed. This lasted nearly half an hour, 
wherein none of ns spako one word, fur as soon as anyone 
was about to open his mouth, ho got an unexpected blow. Mnkisit, 
After that space this musick censed suddenly, and presently " tf<ni,etltl 11131 
before the door of the hall began a great .sounding and 
beating of trumpets, shalms, and kettle-drums, all ao 
master-like as if the Emperor of Rome had been entring. 


The door opened of itself, and then the noiso of the trum- 
pets was so loud that we were hardly able to indure it. 
Meanwhile,, many thousand small tapers camo into the hall j Jiri.iIiK ml 
marching of themselves in so exact an order as amazed us,. Jmiir "' 
till at last the two fore- mentioned pages with bright 
torches entred lighting in a most beautiful Virgin, drawn vjrwmut. 
on a gloriously gilded, triumphant self-moving throne. rc ™" 

She seemed to me the same who on the way kindled and TbeLaAy 
put out the lights, and that these her attendants were the 
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v«y uncs whom she formerly placed at the trees. She 
wa& riot now in akye-tolour, but in a snow-whit^ glittering 
robe, which sparkled of pure gold, and cast such a iaatre 
that we durst not steadily behold it. Both the pages wore 
after the same manner habited , albeit somewhat more 
slightly. A# soon as they Were come into the middle of 
the hall, and were descended from the throne, all the small 
tapers made obeisance before her, whereupon we all stood 
up, and she having to us r as we again to her, shewed all 
respect and reverence, in a. moat pleasant tone she began 
thus to speak 

’■ The King my bond most grat:iona + 

VFhu mow 'a uot very far from lit. 

A 3 also hi a moat lovely Hride, 

To hfin an troth and honour tied!. 

Already, with great joy in fined. 

Have year arrival hither view'd ; 

And do to every one and all 
Promise their gratae in aped-al ; 

And from tlieir very heart's desire 
You may the flame in time acquire. 

That eo their latere nuptial joy 
May mixed be with nono’s niiiioy. 7 ' 

Hereupon, with all her small tapers, she again courteously 
bowed, and presently began thus : — 

“ In th' Invitation writ you fenow 
That no mail called Was hereto 
Who Cod’s r&reat gifts good store 
Had not received long before. 

Although we cannot well conceit 
That any man's so desperate, 

Under conditions so hard, 

Hero to intrude without- regard. 

Unless lia have been first of all 
Prepared for this Nuptial, 

And, therefore, in goad hopes do dwell 
That with ill you i t will he lvoll ; 
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Ybt men are grown so bold and rudo, 

Not weighing their ineptitude. 

As fstiJl to thrust themselves in place 
Whereto none of them calkd was. 

No eock’s-cu-inb here himEalf may sell, 

No raacal Ln with others steal. 

For we resolve without all tot 
A Wedding pure to celebrate. 

Bo, then, the artists foT to wEigh, 

Beales shall he filtth 1 ensuing day ; 

Whereby each one may lightly find 
What he hath left at home Liehiud. 
if here he any of that rout. 

Who have good causa themselves to doubt, 

Ret him pack qnicJdy hence aside* 

Because in case he longer bids* 

Of grace forelorn, and quite undone,, 

Retimes he must the gantlet run. 
lf any now his etmaeieuce gall, 

He nhali to-night be left in tli' haJ] t 
And be again reienat by morn. 

Yet fio he hither ne’er return. 

If any Tni+ti havu confidence, 
lie with hia waiter may go hence. 

Who shall .hifen to hia chamber light. 

Where he may vest in peace to-night.” 

As soon as she had done shaking, she again made 
rcvcreuco* and sprung cheerfully into her throne, after 
vpluch the trumpets began again to sound, and conducted 
her invisibly away, but the most part- of the email tapers 
remained, and still one of them accompanied each of us. 
In our perturbation, j tia scarcely possible to express what 
pensive thoughts and gestures were amongst us, yet. most 
part resolved to await the scale, and in case things sorted 
not well to depart (as they hoped) in peace. T had soon 
wist up my reckoning, and seeing my conscience convinced 
me of all ignorance and mn worthiness, I purposed to stay 
with the rest En the hall, and chose rather to content myself 
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with the meal I had taken than to run the risk of a future 
repulse. After every one by his email taper had been 
severally conducted to a chamber (each, as I since under- 
stood, into a peculiar one), there staid nine of us* including 
he who discoursed with me at the table. Although our 
small tapers left m not, yet within an hour's time one of 
the pages came m, and, bringing a great bundle of cords 
with him, first demanded whether we had concluded to 
stay there, which when wo bad with sighs affirmed, he 
bound each of us in a several place, and so wont away with 
our tapers, leaving us poor wretches in darkness. Then 
first began some to perceive the imminent danger, and 
myself could not refrain tears, for, although wo were not 
forbidden to speak, anguish and affliction suffered none of 
ns to utter one word. The cords were so wonderfully 
made that no-no could cut them, much less get them off hie 
feet, yet this comforted me, that the future gain of many 
an one who had now betaken himself to rest would prove 
little to his satisfaction, but we by one night’s pennance 
might expiate all our presumption. At length in my 
sorrowful thoughts I fell asleep, during which I had a 
smnbin dream which I esteem not impertinent to recount. Me- 
thought I was upon an high mountain, and saw before mo 
winiirDiHfj a great valley, wherein were gathered an unspeakable 
theproV multitude, each of whom had at Iris head a string by which 
Untint he was hanging. How one hung high, another Sow, some 

taiDito hlgb ° i * . , 

bKOi*srwt stood even quite upon the earth. In the air there new 
up and down an ancient man, who had in his band a pair 
of sheers, wherewith here he cut one’s and there another's 
thread. How he that was nigh the earth fell without noifee, 
but when thia happened to the high ones the earth quaked 
at their fall. To some it came to pass that their thread 
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was eo Wretched they ame to the earth before it was cut. 

I took pleasure at this tumblings and it joyed me at the 
heart when lie who had over-exalted himself in the air, of 
his wedding, got so shameful a fall that it carried even 
some of Ms neighbours along with him. In like manner 
it re joy cod mo that he who licut kept so near the earth 
could come down so gently that even his next men per- 
ceived it net, Uut in my highest fit of jollity, I was un. 
a wares jogged by one of my felloW-Captives, Upon whioh 1 Expsrjgtt 
waked and was much discontented with him. Howbcit* I 
Considered my dream and recounted it to my brother* who 
lay by me on the other side, and who hoped some comfort 
might thereby be intended. In such discourse we spent 
the remaining part of the night, and with longing expected 
the day. 


The mrd Day. 

An. soon as the lovely day was broken, and the bright 
sun, having raised himself above the hills, had betaken 
himself to his appointed office, my good champions began 
to rise and leisurely make themselves ready unto the 
inquisition. Whereupon, one after another they came 
again into the hall, and giving us a good morrow, demanded Colloquium 

, + sui gentium. 

how we iiad slept; and having espied our bonds, some 
reproved us for being so cowardly, that we had not^ an 
they, hazarded upon all adventures. Howbeit, some, 
whose hearts still smote them, made no loud cry of the 
business, W r e excused ourselves with our ignorance, 
hoping we should soon be set at liberty and learn wit by 
this disgrace, that they also had not altogether esea|>ed, and 
perhaps theiT greatest danger was still to be expected. 

At length all being assembled, the trumpets began again to Canti**- 
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sound and the kettle-drams to beat, and we imagined that 
the Bride-groom was ready to present himself, which, 
nevertheless w&s a huge mistake, for again it was the 
Virgin, who had arrayed herself all in red velvet, and 
girded Iier&tdf with a white scarfs Upon her head she had 
a green wreath of laurel, which much became her. Her 
train was no more of small tapers, but consisted of two 
hundred men in harness, all cloathed, like herself, in red 
and white. As soon as they were alighted from the throne, 
she comes straight to us prisoners, and, after she had 
sainted US, said in few words; — “That some of you have 
been sensible of your wretched condition is placing to my 
most mighty Lord, and he is also resolved you shall fare 
the hotter for it. 3 ' Having espied me in my habit, she 
laughed and spake : — 1 H Good lack 1 Hast thou also sub- 
mitted thyself to the yoke [ I imagined thou wouEdst have 
made thyself very snug," which words caused my eyes to 
run over. After this she commanded we should be un- 
bound, cuppled together, and placed in a station where we 
might well behold the scales, u For,” said she, " it may 
fare better with them than with the presumptuous who yet 
stand at liberty. 33 

Meantime the scales, which were intirely of gold, were 
hung up in the midst of tho half There was also a little 
table coveted with red velvet, and seven weights thereon— 
first of all stood a pretty great one, then four little ones, 
lastly, two great ones severally, and these weights in pro- 
portion to their bulk were so heavy that no man can 
believe or comprehend it. Each of the harniaed men 
carried a naked sword and a strong rope- They were dis- 
tributed according to the number of weights into seveh 
band a, and out of every band was one chosen for their 
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proper weight, after which the Virgin again sprung up into 

her high throne, and one of the pages commanded each to 

place himself according to hie order, and successively eten Pauujwiiur 

into the scale. One of tho Emperors, making no scruple,, 1. 

first bowed himself a little towards tile Virgin, and in all 

his stately attire went op* whereupon each captain laid in 

Ilia weight, which (to the wonder of all) he- stood out. 

But the last was too heavy for him. eo that forth he must, 
and that with auch anguish that the Virgin horse] f seemed 
to pi tty him, yet was the good Emperor hound and 
delivered to the sixth band. Next him came forth another 
Emperor, who stept hautily into the scale, and, having ft ‘t. OpiU^T. 
thick book under his gown, he imagined not to fail’ but, 
being scarce able to abide the third weight, he waa un- 
mercifully. slung down, and his book in that affrightment 
slipping from him, all the soldiers began to laugh,, and he 
was delivered up bound to the third band. Thus it went 
also with some others of the Emperors^ who were all shame- 5 . A]i j 
fully laughed at and made captive. After these comes Ca * LI * a ' 
forth a little short man, with a curled brown beard, an 
Emperor too, who, after the usual reverence, got up arid 4 - Cdwht. 
held -out so stcdfastly that methought had there been more 
weights he would have eutstngd them. To him the Virgin 
immediately arose and bowed before him, causing him to 
put on a gown of red Velvety then reaching him a branch of 
laurel, whereof she had good store upon her throne, on the 
steps of which she willed him to sit down. How after him 
it fared with the rest, of the Emperors, Kings, and Lords, 
would bo too long to recount j few of those great person- 
ages held out, though sundry eminent vertues were Found 
in many. Everyone who failed was miserably laughed at 
by the bands. After the inquisition had passed over the 
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gentry, tlie learned, and unlearned, in each condition one, 
it may bc T two, but mostly none, being found perfect, it 
flame to those vagabond cheaters and rascally Lwpidem 
SpitalanfhiiTn makers, who were set upon the scale with such 
scorn, that for all my grief I was ready to burst my belly 
with laughing, neither could the prisoners themselves 
refrain, for the most part could not abide that severe trial, 
but with whips and scourges were jerked out of the scale. 
Thus of an pert a throng so few remained that I am 
ashamed to discover their number. Howbeit, there were 
persons of quality also amongst them who, not withstand- 
ing, were also honoured with velvet robes and wreaths of 
lawrel. 

The inquisition being finished, and none but we poor 
coupled hounds standing aside, one of the captains stept 
forth, and said : — “ Orations madam, if it please your lady- 
ship, let these poor men, who acknowledged their mis- 
understanding, be set upon the scale also without danger of 
penalty, and only for recreation's sake, if perchance any- 
thing right he found among them .* 1 At this I was in great 
perplexity, for in my anguish this was my only comfort, 
that I was not to stand m wuch ignominy, or he lashed out 
of the scale. Yet since the Virgin cou-sentcd, so it must 
be, and we being untied were one after another set up. 
Now, although the most part miscarried, they were neither 
laughed at nor scourged, but peaceably placed on one side. 
My companion was the fifth, who held out bravely, where- 
upon all, but especially the captain who made the request 
for us, applauded him, and the Virgin showed him the 
usual respect. After him two more were despatched in an 
instant. But I was the eighth, and as soon as (with 
trembling) I stepped up, my companion, who already sat 
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by in his velvet, looked friendly upon me, and the Virgin 
herself smiled a little, l>ut, fur as much as I outstayed 
ail the weights, the Virgin commanded them to draw in 0 up 
by force, wherefore throe men moreover hung on the ether- 
side of the beam, and yet could nothing prevail, Whereupon 
one of the pages immediately stood up, and cryed out ex- 
ceeding loudj “That is He/ s upon which the other nii*i s H he. 
replyed :■ — ** Then let him gain his liberty \ u which the 
Virgin accorded, and being received with due ceremonies, 
the choice was given me to release one of the captives, 
whomsoever I pleased, whereupon 1 made no long delibcra- Prtib*t4»i- 
tions, hut elected the lirst Emperor, whom I had long 3 ' 3tlM ' 
pittied, who was immediately set free, and with all respect Ltbemu 1. 
seated among us, Now, the last being set up the weights °™™ 1, 
proved too heavy for hi In - meanwhile the Virgin espied my 
rosea, which 1 had taken out of my hat ante my hands, and 
thereupon by her page graciously requested them of me, Auim Ham 

. - flUMKi Jaifti 

which I readily sent her. And so this first act was finished rtrjinL 


about ten in the forenoon, Ho™, 10. 

Actual 

The trumpets again began to sound, which, nevertheless, 
we could not as yet see. Meantime the hands were to step 
aside with their prisoners and expect the judgment, after 
which a council of the se ven captains and ourselves was set, 
with the Virgin as president, whereat it was concluded that 
all the principal lords should with befitting reaped he led Jwadvm 
out of the castle, that others should he stripped and caused 
to run out naked, while others yet with rods, whips, or 
dogs, should be hunted out. These who the day before 
willingly surrendered themselves might be suffered, to de- 
pail without any blame, but those presumptuous onea, and 
they who had behnved themselves so unseemly at dinner, 
should be punished in body and life according to each 
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man’s demerit. Tina Opinion pleased the Virgin well, and 
obtained the upper hand. There was moreover another 
dinner vouchsafed them, the execution itself being deferred 
till noon,. Herewith the senate arose, and the Virgin;, to- 
gether with her attendants, returned to her usual quarter. 
The uppermost table in the room was allotted to us till the 
business was fully dispatched, when we should, be con- 
ducted to the Lord Bride- groom and Bride, with which we 
were well content- The prisoners were again brought into 
the hall, and each man seated according to his quality 
They were etijoyned to behave somewhat more civilly than 
they had done the day before, which admonishment they 
needed not, for they had already put up their pipes, and 
this I can boldly say, that commonly those who were of 
highest rank' best nuder&tood how to comport themeelves in 
so unexpected a misfortune. Their treatment was but in- 
different, yet with respect, neither could they see their 
attendants, who were visible to us, whereat I was exceed- 
ing joy fob Although fortune had exalted ns, we took not 
upon ue more than the rest, advising them to ho of good 
cheer, and comforting them as well as we could, drinking 
with them to try if the wine might make them cheerful. 
Our table way covered with red velvet, beset with drinking 
cups of pure silver and gold, which the rest could not be- 
hold without amazement and anguish, Ere we had seated 
ourselves in came the two pages, presenting every one, in 
the Bride-groom's behalf, the Golden Fleece with a flying 
Lyon, requesting us to wear thorn at the tabic, and to 
observe t.ho reputation and dignity of the order which his 
Majesty had vouchsafed us and would ratify with sutable 
ceremonies This wo received with profound est submis- 
sion, promising to perform whatever his Majesty should 
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jjjttase, Beside these, the noble page had a schedule ’wherein 
we were set do wn in order, Now because our entertain- 
ment was exceeding stately, we demanded one of the psgeEi 
whether we might have leave to send some choice bit to 
our friends and acquaintance, who making no difficulty, 
every one sent by the waiters; ho who it the receivers saw 
Hone of them ; and forasmuch as they knew not whence 
it came, I was myself desirous to carry somewhat to one 
of them, bub as soon as I was risen, one of the waiters was Auturi 
at my el hour, desiring me to take friendly warning, for in CLjjlilll UT1 L- 

ji. | ■, . L H as _ CH.UO tl^ll 

case one 01 the pages had seen it, it would have come to vtpLuiwb. 
the King's ear, who would certainly take it amiss of me ^ 
hut since none had observed it save himself, he purposed 
not to betray me, and that I must for the time to conm 
have bettor regard to the dignity of the order. With 
these words, the Servant did really so astonish mo that for 
long I scarce moved upon my scat, yet J returned him 
thanks for his faithful warning as well as I was able, Soon 
after the drums began to beat, wherefore wo prepared our- 
selves to receive the Virgin, wSio now came in with her v^go im-i- 
train, upon her high seat, one of the pages bearing before cham- 

ber a very tall goblet of gold, and the other a patent in 
parchment, Being tiuw After a marvellous artificial manner 
alighted from tier seat, she takes the goblet from the page 
and presents it in the King's behalf, saying that it was 
brought from his Majesty, and that in honour of him we c a ii* 
should cause it to go round,. Upon the cover of this goblet clAr '" } 
stood Fortune curiously cast in goltk who had in her hand 
a red flying ensign^ for which cause 1 drunk somewhat the 
more sadly, as having been too well acquainted with For- 
tune's waywardness* But the Virgin who also was adorned Urt'iiituL 
with the Golden Fleece and Lyon, hereupon began to dU- v *^ tAls ' 
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tiuguish the patent which the other page held into two 
different parte, out of which thus much was road before the 
first company : — 

That they should confess that they had too lightly given 
credit to false* fictitious books, had assumed too much to 
themselves, and so come into this castle uninvited, and 
perhaps designing to make their markets here and after- 
wards to live in the greater pride and lordliness. Thus one 
hail seduced another, and plunged him into disgrace and 
ignominy, wherefore they were deservedly to be soundly 
punished — all which they, with great humility, readily 
acknowledged, and gave their bands upon it, after which a 
severe check was given to the rest, much to this purpose i — 

That they were convinced in their consciences of forging 
false, fictitious books, had befooled and cheated others, 
thereby diminishing regal dignity amongst all. They knew 
what ungodly, deceitful figures they had made xa.se of, not 
even, sparing the Divine Trinity. It was also clear as day 
with what practices they had endeavoured to ensnare the 
guests ; in like manner, it was manifest to all the world 
that they wallowed in open whoredom, adultery, gluttony, 
and other uncleannesses. In brief, they had disparaged 
Kingly Majesty, even amongst the common sort, and there- 
fore should confess themselves to be convicted vagabond- 
cheats, and rascals, for which they deserved to be cashiered 
from the company of civil people, and severely to he 
punished. 

Tbogood Artiste were loath to come to this confession, 
hut inasmuch as the Virgin not only herself threat)] cd, and 
aware their death, but the other party also vehemently 
raged at them, crying that they had most wickedly seduced 
them out of the Light, they at length, to prevent a huge 
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misfortune^ confessed the same with dolour,, yet allcdged 
their actions should not be animadverted Upon ia the 'worst 
sense* fur the Lords were resolved to get into the castle, 
And hod promised great sums of money to that effect, each 
one bad used ail craft, to seizes upon something, and so 
things were brought to the present piss. Thus they had 
disserved no more than the Lords themselves. Their "books 


also sold, so mightily that whoever had no other means to 
maintain himself was fain to iogage in this eonsonage. 

They hoped, moreover, they should be found no way to 
have miscarried, as having behaved towards the Lords, as 
became servants, upon their earnest entreaty, Eut answer 
was made that his Royal Majesty had determined to punish mi^s, 
all, albeit one more severely than another. For although 
what they had alledgcd was partly true, and therefore the 
Lords should not wholly bo indulged, yet they had good 
reason to prepare themselves for deaths who had bo pre- 
sumptuously obtruded themselves* and perhaps seduced the 
ignorant Against their will. Thereupon many began most Oolar d« 
pitteously to lament and prostrate them selves, all which 
could avail them nothing, and I much marvelled how the 
Virgin could bo so resolute, when their misery caused our 
eyes to run over. She presently dispatched her page^ who 
brought with him all the cuirassiers which had been 
appointed at the scales, who wore each commanded to take 
hie own man, and, in an orderly procession, conduct hint Eieeatio 
into her great garden. Leave was given to my yesterday 
companions to go out into the garden unbound., and be 
present at the execution of the sentence, When every man spectators 
was come forth, the Virgin mounted up into her high 
throne, requesting ns to sit down upon the steps, and 
appear at the judgment. The goblet was committed to the 
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pages* keeping,, and we went, forth in our robes upon the 
throne, which of itself moved so gently as if we had passed 
in the air, till we came into the garden, where we arose 
ninriuf. altogether, This garden was not extraordinarily curious, 
only it pleased mo that the trees were planted in so good 
order. Besides there ran in it a most costly fountain, 
adorned with wonderful figures and inscriptions and strange 
Auiur characters (which. Cod willing, J shall mention in a future 
witw U brum . bonk). In this garden was raised a wooden scaffold, hung 
with curiously painted figured coverlets. There were four 
galleries mads one over another j the first was more glorious 
than the rest and covered with a white Taffata curtain, 
so that we could not perceive who was behind it. The 
second was empty and uncovered, while the two last were 
draped with red and "blew Taffata. Aa booh as wo wore 
come to tlie scaffold the Virgin bowed herself down to the 
ground* at which wo were mightily terrified, for we could 
easily guess that the King and Queen must not be far off. 
We also having dnely performed our reverence, the Virgin 
led ub by the winding stairs into the second gallery, where 
she placed herself uppermost, and us in our former order. 
Gratitude But how the emperor whom I had released behaved 
libgrawtr towards me, I cannot relate for fear of slander* for ho might 
well imagine in what anguish he now should have been, 
and that only through me he had attained such dignity 
and worthiness Meantime, the virgin who first brought 
mo the invitation, and whom I had hitherto never since 
seen, stepped in, and giving one blast upon her trumpet 
declared the sentence with a very loud voice j— 

Ortibad *‘The King’s Majesty, my most gratious Lord, could 
jimicadofl. jj ' 3 h ear t w j s h that all here assembled had,, upon his 

Majestic's invitation, presented themselves so qualified that 
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they might have adorned his nuptial and joyous Feast, 

But sines it hath otherwise pleased Almighty God, he hath 
not wherewith to murmur, hut is forced, contrary to his 
inclination* to abide hy the antient and laudable constitu- 
tions of this Kingdom* albeit, that his Majesty's clemency 
may be celebrated* the usual sentence shall be considerably 
Jellified. He vouchsafes to the Lords and Potentates not Seutatfja 
only thciT lives iniircly, but also freely dismisses them* 
courteously in treating your Lordships not to take it in evil 
part that you cannot be present at his Feast of Honour, 

Neither is your reputation liereby prejudiced, although you 
be rejected hy this our Order, since we cannot at once do 
all things* and forasmuch as your Lordships have been 
seduced by base rascals, it shall not pass imievenged. 
Furthermore, bis Majesty resulveth shortly to communicate 
with you a Catalogue of HereticLs* or Index Expnrgatoriiijs, 
that you may with better judgment discern between good 
and evih And because his Majesty also purposeth to rum- 
mage his library, and offer the seductive writings to Vulcan* 
ho courteously entreats every one of you to put the same 
in execution with your own, whereby it is to be hoped that 
all evil and mischief may be remedied. And you, are 
admonished never henceforth so inconsiderately to covet 
entrance hither* least the former excuse of seducers be taken 
from you. In fine, as the estates of the Laud have still 
somewhat to demand! of your Lordsliips, his Majesty hopes 
that no man will think it much to redeem himself with a 
chain, or what else ho hath about him, and so, in friendly 
manner, depart from us r 

“The others who stood not at the first* third, and fourth 
weight, his Majesty will not so lightly dismiss, but that 
they also may experience his gentleness, it is his command 
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to atrip them naked, and bo send them forth. Those who 
in the second and fifth weight were found too light shall, 
besides stripping, he noted with one or more brands, ac- 
cording as each was lighter or heavier.. They who were 
drawn tip by the sixth or seventh shall be somewhat more 
gratioualy dealt with, and so forward, for unto every com- 
bination there is a certain punishment ordained. They 
who yesterday separated themselves of their own accord 
shall go at liberty without blame* Finally, the convicted 
vagabond,-chents, who could move up none of the weights, 
shall be punished, in body and life, with sword, halter, 
water, and rods, and such execution of judgment Khali be 
inviolably observed for an example unto others*” 

Herewith one virgin broke her wand ; the other, who 
read the sentence, blew her trumpet, and stepped with pro- 
found reverence towards the curtain. !Kow this judgment 
being read over, the Lords were well satisfied, for which 
cause they gave more than they were defined, each one 
redeeming hiinaelf with chains, jewels, gold, monies, and 
other things, and with reverence they took leave. Although 
the King’s servants were forbidden to jear any at hia 
departure, some unlucky birds could not hold laughing, 
and certainly it was sufficiently ridiculous, to sec them pack 
away with such speed, without once looking behind them. 
At the door w r as given to each of them a draught of For- 
QETFULNE8B, that he might have no further memory of 
misfortune. After these the volunteers departed, who, be- 
cause tff their ingenuity, were suffered to pass, but so as 
never to return in the name fashion, albeit if to them {as 
likewise to the others) -anything further wore revealed, 
they should be well-come guest*. 

Meanwhile, others were stripping, in which also an 
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inequality* according to demerit, was observed. Some 
were sent away naked, without other hurt- others were 
driven out with small hells; some again were scourged 
forth. In brief, the punishments “wore so various, that 1 
am not able to recount them all. With the last a some- 
what longer time Was spent, for whilst some were hanging, 
some beheading, some forced bo leap into the water, much 
time was consumed. Verily, at this execution my eyes 
ran over, not indeed in regard of the punishment which iui- 
pudeucy well deserved, hut in contemplation of human blind- 
ness, in that we are continually busying ourselves over that 
which since the linat fall liafcli been sealed to us. Thus the 
garden which lately was quite full was soon emptied. commiMi- 
Aa soon as this was done, and silence had been kept for ^pnnitsr>, 
the space of five minutes, there came forward a beautiful 
snow-white Unicorn, with a golden collar, ingravod with unhyim*. 
certain letters, about his neck. He boumd himself down 
upon his fore-feet, as if hereby he had shown honour to the 
Lyon, who stood so immovoably upon the fountain that I Le, k 
took him to bo stone or brass, but who immediately took 
the naked sword which he haTC in his paw, brake it into 
two in the middle, the two pieces whereof sunk into the 
fountain, after which lie so long roared until a white Dove Cdnmba. 
brought a branch of olive In her bill, which the Lyon 
devoured in an instant, and so was quieted. The Unicorn 
returned to his place with joy, while our Virgin led us 
down by the winding staires from the scaffold* and so we 
again made our reverence towards the curtain. "We washed Di?F«?u» 
our hands and beads in the fountain, and thereby waited 
in order till the King tli rough a secret gallery returned 
into bis hall* and then we also, with choice rntisick, pomp, 
state* and pleasant discourse, w r ere conducted into our for- 
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mer lodging. Here, that the time might not seem too long 
to us, the Virgin bestowed on each of us a noble Page* not 
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only richly habited but also exceeding learned, and able 
aptly to discourse on at! subjects, so that we had reason to 
be ashamed of ourselves These were commanded to lead 
us up and down the castle, yet only in certain places, and, 
if possible, to shorten the time according to our desire* 
Meantime, the Virgin took leave, promising to bo with ns 
again at supper, and after that to celebrate the ceremonies 
of hanging up the weights* while on the morrow we should 
be presented to the King, Each of ua now did what beat- 
pleased him, one part viewing the excellent paintings, 
which they copied for themselves, and considered what the 
wonderful characters might signify, others recruiting them- 
selves with meat and drink. I caused my Page to conduct 
me, with my Companion, up and down the castle, of which 
walk It will never repent me so long as I live, Besides 
many other glorious antiquities, the Ttoyal Sepulcher was 
shewed me, by which I learned more Ilian is extant in aJl 
books. There in the same place stands the glorious Phoe- 
nix, of which two years since I published a small discourse, 
and am resolved, in case this narrative prove useful, to set 
forth several treatises concerning the Lyon, Eagle, Griffon, 
Falcon, &c., together with their draughts and inscriptions. 
It grieves me also for my other consorts that they neglected 
such previous treasures. I indeed reaped the most benefit 
by my Page, for according as each one’s genius lay, so he 
led bis intrusted one into the quarters pleasing to him. 
ifow the kyes hereunto belonging were committed to my 
Page, and, therefore, this good fortune happened to me 
before the rest, for though he invited others to come in, 
yet they imagining such tombs to be only in the church- 
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yard, thought they should well enough get thither when 
ever anything wag to be seen there. Neither shall these 
monuments he with- held from my thankful scholl ars. The 
other thing that was shewed us two was the noMe Library 
as it was altogether before the Reformation: of which I 
have so much the le&e to say, because the catalogue is 
shortly to be published. At the entry of this room stands 
a great Rook the like wheroof I never saw, in which all the 
figures, rooms,, portals, writings, riddles, and the like, to be 
seen in the whole castle arc delineated. In every book stands 
its author painted, whereof many were to be burnt, that oven 
their me mory mighthe blotted ou tfrom amongst the righteous. 
Having taken a full view, and being scarce gotten forth, there 
comes another Page, and having whispered tome what in our 
Page's ear, he delivered up the kyes to him, who immediately 
carried them up the winding staira; but Our Pago was very 
much out of countenance, and we, setting hard upon him. 
with lntreaties, he declared to us that the King's Majesty 
would by no mean a permit that either the library or 
sepulchers should be seen by man, and he besought us as 
we tendered his life to discover it not to anyone, he having 
already utterly delayed it ; whereupon both of ua stood 
hovering between jay and fear, yet it continued in sijen&e, 
and no man made further inquiry about it. Thus in both 
places we consumed three hours, and now, although it had 
struck seven, nothing was hitherto given us to eat, but our 
hunger was abated by constant reviving!*, and I could be 
content to fast all my life with such an entertainment. 
About tSiis time the curious fountains, mines, and all Mud 
of art shops were also shown us, of which there was none 
but surpassed all our arts even if melted into one mass, 
Every chamber was built in semi-circle, that so they might 
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have before their eyes tho costly clock-work which was 
erected upon a fair turret in the centre, and regulate them- 
selves according to the course £>1 the planets which were to 
be seen on it in a glorious manner. At length I came into 
a spacious room, in the middle whereof stood a tetestrial 
globe, whose diameter contained thirty foot, albeit near 
half, except a little which was cevwcd with the steps, was 
let into the earth. Two men might readily turn it about, 
so that more of it was never to be seen but so much ae was 
above the horizon* I could not understand whereto those 
ringlets of gold (which were upon it in several places) 
served, at which my Page laughed, and. advised me to view 
them more narrowly, when I found there my native country 
noted with gold also, whereupon my companion sought his 
and found that too. The same happened to others who 
stood by, and the Page told us that it was yesterday 
declared to the King’s Majesty by their old astronomer 
Atlas, that all the gilded points did exactly answer to their 
native countries, and, therefore, lie, as soon as he perceived 
that. I undervalued myself, but that nevertheless there 
stood a point upon my native country, moved one of 
the captains to intreat for us to ho set upon the scale 
at All adventures, especially seeing one of our native 
countries had a notable good mark. And truly it was not 
without cause that he, the Page of greatest power, was be* 
stowed on me. Por this I returned him thanks, and look- 
ing more diligently upon my native country, I found that, 
besides the ringlets, there were also certain delicate streaks 
upon it, I saw much more even upon this globe than I 
am willing to discover. Let each man take into considera- 
tion why every city produceth not a philosopher. After 
this he led us within the globe, for on the sea there was a 
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tablet (whereon stood three dedications and the author's 
name) which a man might gently lift up, and by a little 
board go into the center, which was capable of four 
persons, being nothing but a round board whereon woouuin 
could sit and at ease by broad daylight (it was now already B cD 
dart) contemplate! the stars, which seemed like mere car- 
buncles glittering in an agreeable order, and moving so 
gallantly that I had scarce any mind ever to go out again, 
as the Page afterwards told the Virgin, and wittf which she 
often twitted me, for it was already supper time and I was 
almost the last at table. The waiters treated me with bo 
much Tovsrence and honour that for shame I durst not E^^ntja 
look tip. To speak concerning the mnsick, or the rest of estaSbLLii 
that magnificent entertainment, I bold needless^ because it 


13 not possible sufficiently to express it. In brief there was 
nothing there but art and amenity. After wo had each to 
other related our employ merit since noon (howbdt, not a 
word was spoken of the library and monuments), being 
already meTry with wine, the Virgin began thus : — 41 My ^ Ijaij 
Lorda, I have a groat contention with one of my sisters, Ch * Blbirli6rtl 
Jn our chamber we have an eagle, whom we cherish with 
such diligence that eadl of US is desirous to bo the best Parceled 
beloved, and upon that score have many a squabble. On intricate' 
a day we concluded to go both together to him, and toward 
whom he should show himself moat friendly, hers should he 
properly be, This we did, and I, as commonly, bare in my 
hand a branch of lawrel, but my sister had none. As soon 


as he eepyed ua both, he gave my sister another branch 
which he had in his beak, and offered at mine, which 1 gave 
hi tiu Each of ur hereupon imagined herself beat beloved 
of him, Which way am I to tcsoIvo myself? ?N 

This modest proposal pleased us mightly well, and each 
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one won Id gladly have hoard the solution, but inasmuch as 
all looked upon me, and desired to have the "beginning 
from me, my mind was so extreamly confounded that I 
knew not what to do but propound another in its stead* 
and said, therefore; — "Gracious, Lady* your Ladyship's 
question were easily to bo resolved if one thing did not 
perplex me, I had two companions who both loved me 
exceedingly ; they being doubtful which was must dear to 
me, concluded to run to me unawares* and that lie whom I 
should then embrace should he the right; this they did, 
yet one of them could not koep pace with the other, so he 
staid behind and wept; the other 1 embraced with amaze- 
ment. When they had afterwards discovered the business 
to me, 1 knew not how to resolve, and have hitherto let' it 
rest in this manner till l may find some good ad vice 
herein/' 

The Virgin wondered at it, and well observed where 
about I was, upon which she replied, that we should both 
be quit, and then desired the solution from the rest. But 
I had already made thom wise, wherefore the next began 
thus — u In my city a Virgin was condemned to death, but 
the judge being pittiful towards her, proclaimed that if any 
man desired to be her cbampioUj he should have free leave. 
H"ow she had two lovers; one made himself ready, and 
came into the lists to expect bis adversary; afterwards the 
other presented himself, but coming too late, resolved 
nevertheless to fight, and suffer himself to be vanquished 
that the Virgin's life might be preserved, which succeeded 
accordingly. Thereupon each challenged her, and now, my 
lords, instruct me to which of them of right she belongcth,” 
The Virgin could hold no longer, but said : — l * I thought to 
ha vo gained much information, and am my self gotten into 
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the net ; yet I would gladly hear whether thercs he any 
more behind.” Yes, that there is,” answered the third,. 

“a staanger adventure hath not been recounted then that 
which happened to myself. In my youth I loved a worthy oripi™, 4. 
maid, and that my love might attain its end I made use of 
an ancient matron, who easily brought me to her. Now it 
happened that the maid's brethren came in upon us as we 
three wore together, and wore in such a rage that they 
would have taken my life, but, on my vehement supplica- 
tion, they at length forced m e to swear to take each of them 
for a year to my wedded, wife. Now, tell mo, my Lords, 
should 1 take the old or the young one first? 33, We all 
laughed sufficiently at this riddle, yet none would under- 
take to unfold it, and the fourth began. ** In a certain 
city there dwelt an honourable lady, beloved of all, but 
especially of a noble young man, who would needs be too 
importunate with her* At length she gave him this de- 
termination, that in case he would, in a cold winter, lead 
her into a fair green garden of Roses, then he should obfcaiu, 
hut if not he must resolve never to see her more. The 
noble man travelled into all countries to find one who might 
perform this, till at length he lite upon a littlo old man who 
promised to do it for him, in case ho would assure him of 
half his estate, which he having consented to the other was 
as good as his word. Whereupon lie invited thn Lady 
home to his garden, where, contrary to her expectation, 
she found all things green, pleasant, and warm; and 
remembring her promise, she only requested that she 
might once more return to her lord, to whom with sighs 
and tears she bewailed her lamentable condition. Hot 
lord, sufficiently perceiving her faithfulness, dispatched her 
back to her lover, who had so dearly purchased her, that 
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sho alight give him satisfaction* when the husband's 
integrity 50 mightily affected the noble man that he 
thought it a sin to touch so honest a wife, and sent her 
home with honour to her lord. The little man, perceiving 
stich faith in all these* would not* how poor soever he were, 
bo the least, hqt restored the noble man all his goods, and 
went his way. Now, my lords, which of these persons 
showed the greatest ingenuity ^ fJ Here onr tongues wore 
quite cut off, neither would the Virgin make any reply but 
that another should go on ; wherefore tho fifth began : — 
G/fpimi, & (( I desire not to make long work. Who hath tho greater 
joy, he that bchoMeth what he lovefch, or ho that only 
thioketh on it 1 ” u Ho that bcheldeth it,” said the Virgin. 
Ed Nay/' answered I, and hereupon rose a contest till the 
Tj siith called out. — " My lords, I am to take a wife ; I have 

before me a maid, a married wife* and a widdow ; ease me 
of this doubt, and I will help to order the rest/' H It goes 
well there/' replied the seventh, £f when a man hath bis 
&- choice* but with mo the case is otherwise. In my youth I 

loved a fair and virtuous viigin* and she me in, like 
manner; howbeit, because of her friends’ detiyal, we could 
not come together in wedlock, whereupon she was married 
to another, who maintained her honourably and with 
affection, till she came into the pains of childbirth, which 
went so hard with her that a[] thought she was dead* so 
with much state and mourning she was interred. Now, I 
thought with myself, during her life thou couldat have no 
part in tills woman* hut dead as she is* them mayst 
embrace her sufficiently, whereupon I took my servant 
with me, who dug her up hy night. Having opened tho 
coffin and locked her in my arms, I found some little 
motion in her heart, which increased from my warmth* till 
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1 perceived she was indeed alive, 1 quietly bore her home, 
and after I had warmed her chilled body with a costly bath 
of herbs, I committed her to my mother until she brought 
forth a fair son, whom I caused faithfully to be nursed. 
After two days (she being then in a mighty amazement) I 
discovered to- heir all the affair, requesting that for the 
time to come she would live with mo as a wife, against 
which she excepted thus, in case it should be grievous to 
her husband, who bad maintained her well and honourably, 
but if it could otherwise be* she w&s. the present obliged in. 
love to one as well as the other. After two months (being 
then to make a journey elsewhere) T invited her husband 
as a guest, and amongst other things demanded of him 
whether if hia deceased, wife should oome home again he 
could be content to receive her, and he affirming it with 
teaTfl and lamentations, I brought him liis wife and aon, 
recounting all the fore-passed business, and intreatiug him 
to rutifie with his consent my fore-purposed espousals. 
After a long dispute he could not beat Hue from my right, 
hut was fain to leave me the wife, Ent still the contest 
was about the son/ Here the Virgin interrupted him and 
&aid : — “It makes me wonder how you could double the 
afflicted man’s grief/ Upon this there arose a dispute 
amongst us T the most part affirming he had done but right, 

“ Hay/' said he, ri I freely returned liim both his wife and 
ROIL Now tell rne T my lords, was my honesty or this 
man’s joy the greater These words so mightily c beared 
the Virgin that she caused a health to go round, after 
which other proposals went on somewhat perplexedly, so 
that I could not retain them ad ; yet this comes to my 
mind, that one told how a few years before lie had seen a 
physitiaiij who bought a parcel of wood against winter, §_ 
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with which lie wanned himself all winter long ; hut as soon 
aft spring returned lie sold the very same wood again, and 
so had the use of it for nothing, “Here must needs be 
skill,'’ said the Virgin, “ hut the time is now past." 
" Yea,” replycd ray companion* “ whoever understands how 
to resolve all the riddles may give notice of it by a proper 
messenger^ I conceive he will not he denied, 7 * At this 
time they began to say grace, and wc arose altogether 
from the table rather satisfied and merry than glutted ; it 
were to be wished that all invitations and feaet-ings were 
thus kept. Having taken some few turns up and down 
the hall, the Virgin asked us whether wc desired to begin 
the wedding* “ Yes,” said one, “ noble and vertuous 
lady y ” whereupon she privately dispatched a Page* and, 
meantime* proceeded in discourse with us. In brief, she 
was become bo familiar that I adventured and requested 
her Name. The Virgin smiled at my curiosity, and 
replyed: — “ My name contains five and fifty* and yet hath 
only eight letters ; the third is the third part of the fifth, 
which added to the si^th will produce a number, whose 
root shall exceed the third itself by just the fired* and it is 
the half of the fourth, Now the fifth and seventh are 
equal, the last and first also equal, and make with the 
second as much as the sixth hath* which, contains Four 
more than the third tripled. Now tell me, my lord* how 
am I called T* 

The answer was intricate enough* yet 1 loft; not off, but 
said:— “Noble and vertuoua Lady, may I not obtain one 
only letter f ” **■ Yet,* said she* “that may well be done. 

“Whafy then,” I proceeded* “may the seventh contain 1 V 
“It contains,” said she* “as many as there arc lords here.” 
With this I easily found her Name* at which she was well 
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pleased, Saying that much more should yet be revealed to 
us* Meantime certain virgins had made themselves ready, 
and came in with great ceremony. Two youths carried 
lights before them, one of whom was of jocond countenance, 
sprightly eyes, ami gentile proportion, while the other lookt 
something angerly, and whatever he would have must be, as 
I afterwards perceived. Four Virgins followed them ; one 
looked shamefully towards the earth j the second also was 
a modest, hashful Virgin ; the third, as Elie entered, seemed 
amazed at somewhat, and, as I understood, she cannot well 
abide where there is too much mirth* The fourth brought 
with her certain small wreaths, to manifest her kindness 
and liberality* After these four came two somewhat move 
gloriously apparelled ; they saluted us courteously. One of 
them had a gown of skeye-colourj spangled with golden, 
stars e the other's was green, beautified with red and white 
stripes. On their heads they had thin flying white ti Ratios, 
which did most becomingly adorn them. At last came one 
alone, wearing a coronet, and rather looking up towards 
heaven than towards earth. "VVe ail took her for the 
Bride, but wore much mistaken, although in honour, tidies, 
and state she much surpassed the bride, and afterwards 
ruled the whole Wedding, On this occasion we all fol- 
lowed our Virgin, and fell on our knees; howbeit, she 
shewed herself extreamly humble, offer ing each her hand, 
and admonishing us not to be too much surprized at this, 

which was one of her smallest bounties, but to lift up our 

■ 

eyes bo our Creator and acknowledge his (. imnipotency, and 
so proceed in our enterprises! course, employing this grace 
to the praise of God and the good of man. In sum her 
words were quite different from those of our Virgin, who 
was somewhat more worldly* They pierced even through 
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my bones and marrow, u Thgu,” said she further to mo, 
“ bast received more than 0 there j see that thou also make 
a larger return.'* 

This to me was a very strange sermon, for as soon as we 
saw the Virgins witli the nauaick, we imagined wo should 
fall to dancing. Now the Weights stood still in the same 
place, wherefore the Queen (T yet know not who she was) 
commanded each Virgin to take up one, hut to our Virgin 
she gave her own, which was the largest, and commanded 
us to follow behind. Our majesty was then somewhat 
abated, for I observed that our Virgin was hut too good for 
us, and that We were not so highly reputed a? we ourselves 
woto almost willing to phantsie. Wo were brought into 
the first Chamber, where our Virgin hung up the Q,u sen's 
weight, during which an excellent spiritual hymn was 
sung. There was nothing costly in this room save certain 
curious little Prayer- Books which should never be missing. 
In the midst was a pulpit, convenient for prayer, where in 
the Queen kneeled clown, anti about her vre also were fain 
to kneel and pray after the Virgin, who read out of a book, 
that this Wedding might tend to the honour of flod, and 
our own benefit. We then eatne into the second chamber, 
where the first Virgin hung up her weight also, and so for- 
ward till all the ceremonies were finished, upon which the 
Queen again presented her hand to every one, and departed 
with her Virgins. Our president staiod awhile with us, but 
because it had been already two hours night she would then 
no longer detain us, and, though me&hought she was glad 
of our company, she bid us good night, wishing us quiet 
rest. Our Tagefl were well instructed, and shewed every 
man his chamber, staying with us in another pallet, in case 
we wanted any thing. My chamber was royally fumjsh&d 
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with rare tapistries* and hung about with paintings \ hut 
above all tilings I was delighted in my Page, who was so thalimT,H - 
excdbntly spoken* and experienced in. the arts, that he yet 
spent me another hour, and it was half an hour after three 
when I fell asleep. This was the first night that f slept in 
quiet, and yet a scurvy dream would not Buffer me to rest, 
for I was troubled with a Door which I could not get open* 
though at last I did m. With these phantasies I passed Sromlinn 
the time, till at Length, towards day* I awaked, jfa^wL 


The Fourth Day. 

I still lay in my bed, and leisurely sor weighed the noble Au.na- 
images and figures about my chamber* during which, on a tSonuLein 
sudden, I heard the nmmek of coronets, as if already they had 
been in procession. My Page skipped out of the bed as if he 
had been at hie wife' end, and looked more like one dead 
than living. tf The rest are already presented to the King*” 
said ho, T knew not what else to do but weep outright, 
and curse my own eloatkfulne&s. I dressed myself* but my 
Pago was ready bug before me, and ran out of the chamber 
to see how affairs might- yet stand. Ho soon returned with 
the joyful news that the time was not past, only I had 
over-slept my breakfast, they being unwilling to waken me Jrabw^io 
because of my age* but that now it was time for me to go 
witli him to the Fountain, where most were assembled. 

With this consolation my spirit returned, wherefore I was 
soon ready with my habit* and went after the Page to the 
Fountain in the Garden, where f found that the Lyon, in- 
stead oJ his sword* had a pretty large tablet by him, Lennii 

Tali !j 111 

Having well viewed it, I found that it was taken out of the 
ancient monuments, and placed here for some especial 
honour. The inscription was worn with age* And, therefore* 

K 
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I am minded to get it down here, as it is, and give every 
one leave to consider it. 
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This writing might well be read and understood, being 
easier than any of the refit. After we had washed our- 
selves out of the Fountain* and every man had taken a 
draught out of an iotirely golden cup, wo once more fol- 
lowed the Virgin into the hall, and there put on new 
apparel, all of doth of gold gloriously sot out with flowers. 
There was also given to everyone another Golden. Fleece, 
set about with pretious stones, and various worimnuiship 
according to the utmost skill of each artificer. Q11 it hung 
a weighty modal of gold, whereupon were figured the sun 
and moon in opposition* but on the other side stood this 
poe&ie : — << The light of the moon shall ho as tho light of 
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven times 
brighter than at present’ 1 Our former jewels were laid in 
a little casket* and committed to one of the waiters. 
After this the Virgin led us out in our order, where the 
numtiarjH waited ready at the door, all apparelled in red 
velvet with white guards. After which a door, that J 
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never before saw open, was unlocked j it ojienBd on the 
Royal winding-stairs. There the Virgin led us, together A-CiKHSQ? 

sd r t : pj"i s 

with the inn sick* up three hundred Bixty-fivo stairs ; We 
saw nothing hut wh&t was of extream costly and artificial 
workmanship ; the further we went* the more glorious still 
was the furniture, until at the top we came under a painted 
arch, where the sixty virgins attended us ( all richly ap- Lmwirato- 
parclled. As soon as they had bowed to ue* and we asutum so 3 ' 

VjF£ Cites, 

well as we could had returned our reverence* the musitians 
were dispatched away down the winding -stairs, the Doer 
being shut after them. Then a little Bell was told* when 
in came a beautiful "Virgin, who brought every one a wreath 
of lawrel, but our "Virgins had branches given them, V^ l*ctr. 
Meanwhile, a curtain was drawn up, where I saw the King 
and Queen AS they sate in their majesty, and had not the 
yesterday queen warned me J should have equalled this 
unspeakable glory to Heaven * } for besides that the room R^gLiet 
glittered of nicer gold and pret-ioua stones, the Queen’s s]oriB- 
robes were so made that 1 was not able to behold them. 

In the meantime the Virgin stept in* and then each of the 
other virgins, taking one of ns by the hand, with most pro- vit^ 
found reverence presented ns to the King. Whereupon pfsmutat 
the Virgin began thus to speak: — “That to honour your 
most "rations, royal Majesties, these Lords have ad ventured 
hither with peril of body and life, your Majesties have 
reason to rejoyce, especially since the greatest part are 
qualified for inlarging your Majesties 1, dons in cons, &e you 
will find by a most gratious particular examination uf each. 

Herewith I was desirous thus to have them in humility 
presented to your Majesties, with most humble suit to dis- 
charge me of this my commission, and to take information 
from each of them concerning my actions and omissions.” 
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Hereupon she laid her branch on the ground. It would 
liave been fitting for one of m to have spoken somewhat, on 
this occasion t but, seeing we were all troubled with the 
falling of the uvula, old Atlas stept forward and spoke on 
the King's behalf i—* 1 Their Koyal Majesties most grationsly 
rejay ce at your arrival, and will that their grace bo assured 
to all. With thy administration, gentle Virgin, they are 
mast gr&tiou&Iy satisfied, and a Koyal Reward shall be 
provided for thee ; yet it is their intention that thou ehalt 
this day also continue with them, inasmuch as thny have 
no reason to mistrust thee," 

Hero the Virgin humhly took up the branch, and we for 
this first time wore to step aside with her. This room was 
square on the front, five times broader than it was long, 
bnt towards the West it had a great arch like a porch, where 
stood in circle three glorious thrones, the middlemost being 
somewhat higher than the rest* In each throne sate two 
persons— in the first sate a very antient King with a gray 
beard, yet his consort was extraordinarily fair and young. 
In the third throne sate a black King of middle age, and 
by him a dainty old matron, not crowned, but covered 
with a vail. Bnt in the middle sate the two young 
persons, who thongh they had likewise wreaths of lawrcl 
upon their heads, yet over them hung a large and costly 
ctowri. How albeit they were not at this time so fair as? I 
had before imagined to my self, yet so it was to be. 
Behind them on a round form sat for the most part antient 
men, yet none had any sword or other weapon about him. 
Neither saw I any lifo-gtiard bat certain Virgins which 
were with us the day before, and who sate on the sides of 
the arch. I cannot pass in silence how the little Cupid 
flow to and again there, hut for the moat part he hovered 


Onpblc- 
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about the great crown, Sometimes he seated himself in 
between the two lovers, somewhat smiling upon them with 
his bow, Sometimes be made as if he would shoot one of 
us; in brief , this knave was so full of his waggery, that 
he would not spare even the little birds, which in multi- \r (4 . 
tildes flew up and down the room, but tormented them all 
ho could. The virgins also had their past Ernes with him, vn gi»». 
and when they could catch him it was no easie matter for 
him to get from them again. Thus this little knave made 
all the sport aud mirth. Before the Queen stood a small Supcut* 
but inexpressibly curious altar, wherein lay a book covered 1. Boat, 
with black velvet, only a little overlaid with gold. By this 
stood a taper in an Ivory candlestick, which, although very 2. tsijs^j-. 
small, burnt continually, and stood in that manner, that 
had not Cupid, in sport, now and then puffed upon it, we 
conk! not have conceived it to be fire* Ey this stood a 
sphere or celestial globe, which of itself turned about. 2. Spi^a. 
Next this was a small striking-watch, by that a little +. w*ick, 
chri&tal pipe or byphon-foimtaia, out of which perpetually a, mum 
ran a clear blood red liquor, and last of all there was a scull 
or death's head, in which was a white serpent, of such a *. fruit 

serpcpl, 

length, that though she crept clrcle-wiae about the rest of 
it, yet her taile still remained in one of the aye -holes until, tier 
head again entered at the other ; ao she never alined from 
her scull* unless Cupid twitched a little- at her, when she 
dipt in so suddenly that we could not choose but marvel at 
it. There were hung up and down the room wonderful 
images, which moved as if alive. Likewise, as we were imagine 
passing out', there began such marvellous vocal mneick that Moat™, 


1 could not tell whether it were performed by the virgins 
who yet stayed behind, or by the images themselves. We, DiMiM'JjE 11 t 
being for this time satisfied, went thence with our virgins, tciio 
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who, the musitians, being already present, led u& down the 
winding stairs, the door being diligently locked and bolted* 
As soon as we were come again into the ball, one of the 
virgins began : — "I wonder, Sister, that you durst adven- 
ture yourself amongst so many persons." “ My Sister," 
replyed our president, “ I am fearful of none so much as of 
this man,” pointing at me. This speech went to my heart, 
for I understood that she mocked at imy age, and indeed 1 
was the oldest of all \ yet ahe comforted me by promising, 
that in case L behaved myself well towards her, she would 
easily rid me of this burden. 

Meantime a collation was again brought in, and every 
one’s Virgin seated by him, who well knew how to shorten 
the time with handsom discourses, but what these and 
their sports were I dare not blab out of school Most of 
the questions were about the arts, whereby I could lightly 
gather that both young and old were conversant ip the 
sciences. Still it run in my thoughts how I might become 
young again, whereupon I was somewhat the sadder. This 
the Virgin perceived, and, therefore, began : — u £ dare lay 
anything, if l lye with him to-night, he shall be pleasanter 
in the morning, " Hereupon they began to laugh, and 
albeit I blushed all over, I wag fain to laugh too at my 
own ill-luck. How there was one there that had a mind to 
return my disgrace upon the Virgin, whereupon he said : — 
E M hope not only we but the virgins themselves will bear 
witness, that our Lady ^resident hath promised herself to 
be bis? bed-fellow to-night/' “I should bo well content 
with it/ replyed the Virgin, “if I had not reason to be 
afraid of these my sisters j there would be no hold with 
them should I choose the best and handsomest for myself/' 
“My Sister/ 1 presently began another, “ we find hereby 
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that thy high office mates thee not proud, wherefore if by 
tliy permission we might by lot- part the Lords here present, 
thou shouldst, with our goodwill, have such a preroga- 
tive^ We let this pass fora jest, and began again to dis- 
course together, hut our Virgin could not leave tormenting 
us, and continued " My lords, how if we should permit 
fourtune to decide which of us must be together to-night ? w 
w Wb 11, (! said I, ”if it may he no otherwise, w« cannot 
refuse such a proffer." Now because it was concluded to 
make tins trial after meat, we resolved to ait no longer at 
table, so we arose and each walked up and down with his 
Virgin. “Nay,” said the president, “it stull not be so 
yet, but let us see how fortune will couple us," upon which 
we were separated. Now first arose a dispute how the 
business should be carried gut, but this was ouly a pre- 
meditated device, for the Virgin instantly proposed that 
vre should mix ourselves in a ring, and that she beginning 
to count from herself, the seventh was to be content with 
the following seventh, were it a virgin or man., We were 
not aware of any craft* and therefore permitted it so to be ; 
but when we thought we had very well mingled ourselves, 
the Virgins were so subtil that each knew her station 
before-hand. The president began to reckon, the seventh 
next her was a Virgin, the third seventh a Virgin likewise, 
and this continued till, to our amazement, all the Virgins 
came forth and none of us was hit. Thus wc poor wretches 
remained standing alone, and Were forced to confess that 
we bad been handsomely couaened, albeit, whoever had 
scon us in out order might sooner have expected the sky to 
fall then that it should never ftavo coino to our turn. 
Herewith out sport w r as abandoned. In the interim the 
little wanton Oupid came also m unto us, but because he 
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presented himself on behalf of their Koyal Majesties, and 
deliver'd us a health from them out of ft golden cup, and 
was to call our Virgin to the King, withal declaring he 
could not at tills time tarry, we could not sport ourselves 
with him, so, with a due return of our most humble thanks 
we let him fiye forth again, How because the mirth began 
to fall into my consort's feet* and the Virgins were nothing 
sorry to see it, they lead up a civil dance which I rather 
beheld with pleasure then assisted, for my morcurialists 
were so ready w r ith their postures, as ii they had been long 
of the trado r After some few dances, our president came 
in again, and told ns how the artists and students had 
offered themselves to their Royal Majesties before their 
departure to act a merry comedy ; and if we thought good 
to be present thereat, and to waite Upon their Royal 
Majesties to the House of the Sun, it would bo acceptable 
to them. Hereupon we returned our humble thanks for 
the honour vouchsafed ns, and most submissively tendered 
onr small service, which the Virgin related, and presently 
brought word to attend their Royal Majesties in the gallery, 
whither we wore soon led, and staid net long there, for the 
"Royal Procession was just ready, yet without musick. The 
unknown Queen who waa yesterday with us went foremost 
with a small and costly coronet, apparelled in white Batin, 
and carrying nothing but a small crucifije. made of a pearl, 
and this very day wrought between the young King and 
his Bride. After her went the sis; fore-mentioned Virgins 
in two ranks, carrying the King's jewels belonging to the 
little altar. Kent to these came the three Kings. The 
Bridegroom was in the midst of them with a plain dress of 
black sattm, after the Italian mode. He had on a small 
round black hat, with a little black pointed feather, which 
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be courteously put off to us, thereby to signify Ilia favour 
towards us. To biro we bowcd t as we had been before 
instructed, After the Kings came the three Queens, two 
whereof were richly habited:; she in the middle went like- 
wise all in black, and Cupid held up her train. Intimation 
was given us to follow, and after us the Virgins, old Atlas 
bringing up the rear. Through many stately walks we 
came to the House of the Sun, there nest to the King and 
Queen, upon a richly furnished scaffold, to behold the fore- 
ordained comedy. We, though separated, stood on the 
right hand of the Kings, but the Virgins on the leftj except 
those to whom the Royal Ensignes were committed. To 
them was allotted a peculiar standing at top of all, hut the 
rest of the attendants were content to stand below between 
the columns. How because there are many remarkable 
passages in this Comedy, I will in brief run it over. 

First of all came forth a very antierit King with some 
servants; before his throne was brought a little chest, with 
mention that it was found upon .the water. Being opened, 
there appeared in it a lovely babe, together with certain 
jewels, and a small parchment sealed, and superscribed to 
the King. This the King presently opened, and having 
read it, be wept and declared to his servants how in- 
juriously the King of the ffl oOlVtf had deprived hie aunt 
of her country, and had extinguished all the royal seed even 
to this infant, with the Daughter of which country he had 
purposed to match his Son. Hereupon he swore to main- 
tain perpetual enmity with the Moore and his allies, and to 
revenge this on him. He commanded that the Child 
should bo tenderly nursed, and to make preparations against 
the Moore. This provision, and the discipline of the 
young lady (who after she was a little grown up was com- 
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mitted to an ancient tutor), continued all the first act, with 
many laudable spelts beside* In the interlude a Lyon and 
Griffon were set at one another, and the Lyon get the 
v ictory \ this was also a pretty sight 

In the second act, the Moore, a black, treacherous fellow * 
came forth,, who having with vexation understood that his 
murder was discovered, and that a little lady was craftily 
stollen. from him, began to consult how by stratagem he 
might encounter so powerful an adversary, whereof he was 
at length advised by certain fugitives who fled to him 
through famine., So the young lady, contrary to all 
expectation* fell again into his hands, whom had he not 
been wonderfully deceived by hia own servants* he had 
like to have slain. Thus this act was concluded with a 
marvelous triumph of the Moore, 

In the third act a great army on the King's part was 
raised, against the Moore, and put under the conduct of an 
antient, valiant knight, who fell into the Moorefa country, 
till ho forccably rescued the young Lady from a tower, and 
apparelled her anew. After this they erected a glorious 
scaffold and placed her upon it] presently came twelve 
royal embassadors, amongst- whom the Knight made a 
speech* alledging that the King, his most gracious Lord, 
had not only heretofore delivered her from death, and 
caused her to be royally brought up, though she had not 
behaved herself altogether as became her, but, moreover, 
had, before others, elected her as a spouse for the young 
Lord, his Son, most gratiously desiring that the espousals 
might be really executed in case they would be aworn to his 
Majesty upon the following articles Hereupon out of a 
patent he caused certain glorious conditions to be read j 
the young Lady took an. oath inviolably to observe the 
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same* returning thanks in most seemly sort- for so high a 
grace. Whereupon they began to sing to the praise of 
Clod, of the King, and the young Lady, and for this time so 
departed. Ill sporty meanwhile, the four beasts of innriojium 

a s lie saw them in the vision, were brought in, ail which 
had its certain signification, 

In the fourth act the young Lady was restored to her a«l» 1. 
last kingdom and crowned, being in this array conducted 
about the place with extraordinary joy. After various 
embassadors presented themselves not only to wish her 
prosperity but also to behold her glory. Yet it was not 
long that she preserved her integrity, but began to look 
wantonly about her, and to wink at the embassadors 
and lords. These her manners were soon known to the 
Moore, who would by no means neglect such an oppor- 
tunity ; and because her steward had not suificient regard 
to her, she was easily blinded with great promises, so that 
she had no good confidence in her King, but privily sub- 
mitted herself to the intire disposal of tile Moore, who 
having by her Consent gotten her into his hands, he gave 
her words so long till all her kingdom had subjected itself 
to him; after which, in the third scone of this act, he 
caused her to bo led forth, sLript naked, and then upon a 
aeurvy wooden scaffold bound to a post, well scourged* and 
at last sentenced to death. This wo ful spectacle made the 
eyes of many to run over. Naked as she was, she was cast 
into prison, there to expect death by poyson, which, how- 
ever, killed her not, but made her leprous all over, Thus 
this act was for the most paTt lamentable. Between they 
brought forth jft £hUf image, which was adorned 

with all manner of arms on the head, breast, legs, and feet, 
of which more shall be spoken in the future explication. 
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Act 1= in the fifth act the young King was acquainted with 

all that had passed between the Moore and his future 
■spouse* who interceded with liia father for her, intte&tiug 
that she might not he left m that condition, and embas- 
sadors were dispatched to comfort her* but withal to give 
her notice of her inconaidorateness. She, nevertheless* 
would not receive them, but couBcnted to be the Moore's 
concubine, and the young King was acquainted with it. 
Interim! tom , After this com 00 a band of fools, each of which brought a 
cudgel, wherewith they made a great globe of the world, 
and undid it again, the which was a fine sportive 
phantsie. 

Acbuti 6. Iii the sixth act, the young King resolved to bid battle 

to the Moore, which was done, and albeit the Moore was 

discomfited, yet all held the young King for dead* but he 
came again to himself, released his spouse, and committed 
her to his steward and chaplain, the first whereof tormented 
her mightily, while the priest was so insolently wicked 
that ho would needs be above all, till the same was 
reported to the young King, who dispatched one to break 
the ncclr of the priest's mightiness, and adorn the bride in 
iitfirindiirt. some measure for the nuptials. After this act a vast arti- 
ficial elephant was brought in, carrying a great tower with 
muaitians, which was well pleasing to all. 

Actus 7. Ill the last act the bride-groom appeared in such pomp as 

is not well to be believed. The bride met him in the like 

solemnity, whereupon all the people cried out- — VI VAX 
Oanmienm SPOnsUM, VIVAT 6 PONEA* so that by this comedy they did 
cr^ Bqpan withal congratulate our King and Queen in the most stately 
manner, which pleased them most extraordinary welL At 
length they made some passes about the stage, till at last 
they altogether began thus to filtig. 
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Thu time full of low CiBlilonn. 

Does tmr joy much approve 
IkcBruae of the King's Nuptial j 
Acid, therefore, 1 rat':R 4tDg, 

Till from r+ll it riufi, 

Bleat be he that granted ya all 3 


a. 

The Bride moat exquisitely I&ire, 
Whom WC attended lung with care, 

To him in troth h plighted ; 

Wo fully have at length obtain’d 
Tlie flame for which we did contend— 
He's happy that/a fore-sighted. 


III, 

Now the pareuta kind and good 
By intivaties are gubdued ; 

Long enough in hold was she mew l ; 

Bo in honour iucreasa 
Till H hcHSffuks arise 
And spring from your own proper blood. 


After this thanks were returned, and the comedy was gpu^. 
finished with joy to the particular liking of the Jtoyal 
Persons, who, the evening being already hard by, departed 
in. their fora’inetilkmed order, we attending them up the 


winding stairs into the previous hall, where the tables were 
already richly furnished. This was the first time that we R*p ? n|! 
were invited to the King's table. The little altar was 
placed in the midst of the hall, and the six royal eitsignes 
were laid upon it, The young King behaved himself very Rm 
gratiously towards us, yot he could not be heartily merry ; 
he discoursed a little with us, yet often sighed, at which 
the little Cupid only mocked, and played his waggish tricks. 

The old Kin®; and Queen were very serious, hut the wife h*p* 

0 aduRL. 

of one of the ancient Kings was gay enough, the cause 
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thereof I understood uot. The Royal Persons toot up the 
first table „ at the second we only sato ; at the third some 
of the principal Virgins placed themselves. The rest were 
fain to wait. This was performed with such state and 
solemn stillness that l am afraid to make many words of it. 
All the Royal Persons, before meat, attired themselves in 
snow-white glittering garments. Over the table hung the 
great golden crown, the pretious stones whereof, without 
other light, would have sufficiently illumiu&ted the had. 
All the lights were kindled at the small taper uputi the 
altar. The young king frequently sent meat to the white 
serpent, which caused me to muse. Almost all the prattle 
at this banquet was made by Onpid, who could not leave 
us, and me especially, u 11 tormented, and was perpetually 
producing some strange matter. However, there was no 
considerable mirth, from whence I could imagine some 
great imminent peril. There was no inusick heard, and if 
wo were demanded anything, we wore fain to give short 
answers, and so let it rest. In short, all things had so 
strange a face that the sweat began to trickle down over 
my body, and I bcliovn that the stoutest-hearted man 
would have lost courage. Supper being almost ended, tho 
young King commanded the book bo be reached him from 
the altar. Tide he opened and caused it again to be pro- 
pounded to us by an old man whether we resolved to abide 
with him in prosperity and adversity, which we having 
with trembling consented to, lie further caused us sadly to 
be demanded whether we would give him our hands on it, 
which, when we could fain no reason, was fain so to be. 
One after another rose and with his own hand writ himself 
down in this book, after which the HttJo christal fountain 
was brought near, together with a very small chmtal glass, 
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out of which all the Royal Persons drank * afterwards it 
was reached to ns, and bo forward to all* and this was 
tailed the Draught of Silence. Hereupon all the Royal JTEnwtw to 
Persons presented ns their hands, declaring that in case we 


did not now stick to them we should never hereafter see 
them, which verily made our eyes run over. But our 
president engaged herself and promised largely on onr Fidcjobetui 
behalf, which gave them satisfaction,. Mean time a little 
bell was tolled* at which all the Royal Persons waxed so 
mighty bleak that we were ready utterly to despair. They 
quickly put off their white garments and assumed iutiroly 
black ones ■ the whole hall was hung with black velvet* the 
floor covered with the same, with which also the ceiling 
was overspread. The tables were also removed* all seated 
themselves upon the form* and wr also had put on black 
habits. Our president, who was before gone out, comes in 
again, bearing six black taffeta searffs* with which she 
bound the six Royal Persons 1 eyes, and there were immedi- 
ately brought in by the servants six covered coffins, winch 
were set down, a low black scat being placed in their 
midst. Finally* there stept in a cole-black, tall man* who 
bare in his hand a sharp ax, Kow after that the old King Der^inti* 
had been brought to the seat* his head was instantly whip! h 
off and wrapped in. a black cloth, the blood being received 
in a great golden goblet, and placed with him in the coffin 
that stood by, which, being covered* was set aside. Thus 
it went with the rest* so that I thought it would have come 
to me too* but as soon as the six Royal Persons were 
beheaded, the black man retired* another following who 
just before the door beheaded him also, and brought back OmJiieu. 
ins head, which* with the ax* was laid in a little chest-. 

This indeed seemed to me a bloody "Wedding, but* because 
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I could not tell what the event would be, I was fain to 
captivate my understanding until I were further resolved. 
The "Virgin* seeing that some of us were fainthearted and 
wept, bid us- be content, saying :— ft The life of these 
stand eth now in your hands, and in case you follow tne* 
this death shall make many alive." 

Herewith she intimated we should go sleep and trouble 
ourselves no further, for they should have their due right* 
She bade us all good night, saying that .she must watch the 
dead corps. "We then were conducted by our Pages into 
nur lodgings. My Pago talked with me of sundry matters, 
and gave me cause enough to admire his understanding, 
hut his intention was to lull tuc asleep* which at last T. 
observed, whereupon I mails aa though I was fast asleep, 
hut no sleep came to my eyes, and 1 could not put the 
beheaded out of my mind. Now my lodging was directly 
over against the great lake, so that I could look upon 
it, the windows being nigh the bed. About midnight [ 
espied on the lake a great fire* wherefore 1 quickly opened 
the window to see what would become of it* Then from 
far 1 saw seven shipg making forward all full of lights. 
Above each of them hovered a flame that passed to and 
fro* and sometimes descended, so that I could lightly judge 
that it must needs be the spirits of the beheaded. The 
ships gently approached to land, and each had no more 
than one mariner. When they were gotten to shore* I 
espied our Virgin with a torch going towards them* after 
whom the six covered coffins, together with tire little 
chest* were carried, and each was privily laid in a ship. 
Wherefore 1 awaked my Page* who hugely thanked me, 
for having run much up and down all day, ho might 
quite have over-slept this, though he well knew it. As 
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BODii as the coffins were laid in the ships, all the lights 
were extinguished, and the six flames passed "back together 
over the lake, so that there was but one light for a watc-h 
in each ship. There were also some hundreds of watchmen 
encamped on the shore, who bent the Virgin back again 
into the Castle, the carefully bolting all up again ; 00 that 
I could judge that there was nothing mure to be done this 
night We again bo took ourselves to rest I only of all 
my company had a chamber towards the lake and saw 
this. Then being cxtr&am weary J fell asleep in my mani- 
fold speculations. 


The Fifth Day. 

The night was over, and the dear wished-for day broken. ob*unbn.i«ti* 
when hastily 1 got me out of bed, more desirous to learn 
what might inane than that I had sufficiently slept. After 
I liftd put on my cloathes, and according to my custom was 
gone down & Lairs* it wae still too early* and 1 found nobody 
else in the hall, wherefore 1 entreated my Page to lead me 
a little about the castle, and shew me somewhat that wa& 
rare, who now (ns always) willing, presently lead me down 
certain steps underground to a great iron door, on which 
the following words were fixed in largo copper letters 
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These 1 copied and net down in my table-book. After this 
door was opened;, the Page lead me by the hand through 
a very dark passage till we came to a little door now only 
put too, for, as the Page informed mo, it was first opened 
yesterday when the coffins were taken out, and had not 
since been shut. As soon as wo stepped In I espied the 
most previous thing that Nature ever created, for this 
vault had no other light but from certain huge carbuncles. 
This was the King's Treasury, but the most glorious and 
principal thing was a sepulchre in the middle, so rich that 
I wondered it was no bettcT guarded, whereuntu the Page 
answered me, that T had good reason to be thankful to my 
planet, by whose influence I had now seen certain pieces 
which no humane eye (except those of the King's family) 
had ever viewed. This sepulcher was triangular, and had in 
the middle of it a kettle of polished copper, the rest waa of 
pure gold and pretious stones. In the kettle stood an 
angel, who held in his arms an unknown tree, whose fruit 
continually falling into the kettle, turned into water 
therein, and ran out into three small golden kettles stand- 
ing by. Tills little altar was supported hy an eagle, an ox, 
and a lion, which stood on an exceeding costly base. I 
aaked my Page what this might signific. '' Here," said ho, 
‘Mies buried I*ady Venus, that beauty which hath undone 
many a great man, both la fourtunc, honour, blessing, and 
prosperity J + alter which he showed me a copper door in 
the pavement, saying, “ Hero, if you please, wo may go 
further down,” Ift'e descended the stops, where it was 
exceeding dark, hut the Page immediately opened a little 
cheat in which stood a small ever-burning taper, wherefrom 
be kindled cm of the many torches that lay by, I was 
mightily terrified and asked how he durst do "this. He 
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gave me for answer, u as long as the "Royal Persons are still 
at rest I have nothing to fear .' 1 Herewith l espied a rich 
bod ready made, hung about with curious curtains, one of 
which he drew, and I Haw the Lady Venus stark naked JWripec 

eot-pflels 

(for he heaved up the coverlets took lyinp there in such 

' r /i j o dOL-JLklcntds. 

beauty, and a fashion so surprising, that I was almost 
besides myself, neither do I yet know whether it was a 
piece thus carved, or an humane corps that lay dead there, 
for she waft altogether immoveable, and yet J dur&t not 
touch, her. So she was again covered, yet she was still, as 
it were, in my eye. But I soon espyed behind the bed a 
tablet on which it was thus written. 


ooxo 

TJjiSa fibpSt^J^ps % 2^ 

JlOOg^t 


I asked my Page concerning this writing, but he laughed, 
with promise that 1 should know it too, and, he putting 
out the torch, we again ascended. Then I better viewed 
all the little do-ora, and found that on every comer there 
burned a small taper of pyrites of which I had. before taken 
no notice, for the firo was to clear that it looked much 
likcr a stone than a taper. From this heat the tree was 
forced continually to melt, yet it still produced new fruit. Sra 
“Now, behold,” said the Page, “when the tree shall be 
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quiLe melted down, tEicn shall lady Venus awake and be 
the mother of a King/' Whilst he was thus speaking, ill 
flew the little Cupid, who at first was somewhat abashed at 
our presence, but seeing us both look more like the dead 
then the living, ho could not refrain from laugh lug, and 
demanded what spirit bad brought ine thither, whom I 
with trembling answered, that I had lost my way in the 
castle, and was by chance come hither, that the Page had 
likewise been looking up and down for me, and at last 
lited upon me here, and that T hoped he would not take it 
amiss. li Jfay, then, 'tis well enough yet,” said Cupid, “my 
old busie gransiT, hut yon might lightly have served me a 
scurvy trick, had you been aware of this door, I must 
look hotter to it,” and so ho put a strong lock on the copper 
door where wo before descended, I thanked God that 
he lited upon us no sooner ; my Page, too, was the more 
joeond because I had so well helped him at this pinch, 
M Yet can I not / 11 said Cupid, “ let it pass unrevenged that 
you were so near stumbling upon my dear mother / 1 With 
that "he put the point of his dart into one of the little tapers, 
and heating it somewhat, pricked me with it on the liand, 
which at that time I little regarded, hut was glad that it 
went so well with us. Meantime my companions were gotten 
out of bed and were come into the hall, to whom T joyned 
myself, making as if I were then first risen, After Cupid 
had carefully made all fast again, he Came likewise to US, 
and would needs have me shew him my hand, where he still 
found a little drop of blood, at which he heartily laughed, 
and bad the rest have a care of me T as I wonld shortly end 
my days. We alt wondered how he could be so merry and 
have no senco of yesterday's sad passages. Our President 
had meantime made herself ready for a journey r coming in 
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all in black velvet, yet she and her Virgins still bare their Fj^esidiaaK 
branches of tawrol. Alt things being in readiness, she bid iiycubrJi, 
us first drink some what, and then presently prepare for the 
procession, wherefore we made no long tarry ing h but 
followed her out of the hall into the court, where stood six 
coffin e, and my companions thought no oilier but. that the 
sis (loyal Persons lay in them, hut I wel] observed the 
device, though I knew not what was to be done with these 
other, By each coffin were- eight muffled men. As soon as 
the muaiek went, it was so doleful a tune that I was 
astonished at it, they took up the coffins, and we followed 
them into the G-arden, in the inidsl of which was erected a 
wooden edifice, have round about the roof a glorious crown, 
and standing upon seven columns. Within it were formed 
six sepulchers ; by each of them was a stone, but in the 
middle it had a round hollow rising stone. Iu these .graves 
the coffins were quietly, and with many ceremonies, laid ; 
the stones were shoved over them, and they shut fast, but 
the little chest was to he in the middle. Herewith were 
niy companions deceived, for they imagined that the dead 
corps were there, Ou the top of all was a great flag, having 
a Phuenix painted on it, perhaps the more to delude us. 

After the funerals were done, the Virgin, liaying placed 
herself upon the midmost stone, made a short oration, 

, , . T . VOftBIltHL' 

exhorting us to be constant to our 1 ugageiuonts, not to bh™ 
repine at the pains we must undergo, but be helpful in itaum. 
restoring the buried Hoyal Persons to life, and therefore, 
without delay, to rise and make a journey with her to the 
Tower of Olympus, to fetch thence the medicines necessary 
for thia purpose. 

This we soon agreed to, and followed her through another 
little door to the shore, where the seven ships stood empty, 
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and oa them all the Virgins stuck up their Laurel brandies, 
and, having distributed us in tile six ships, they caused us 
ju God's name to begin our voyage, and looked upon ns as 
long as we were in sight, after which they t with ah the watch- 
men, returned into the Castle, Our ships had each of them a 
peculiar device ; five of them, indeed, had the five regular 
bodies, each a several one, but mine, ill which the Virgin 
too sate, carried a globe,. Thua we sailed on in a singular 
order, and each had only two mariners, Foremost went the 
ship ft In which, as I conceive, the Moor lay. In this were 
twelve in Haitians who played excellently well, and its device 
was a pyramid, Next followed three abreast, A, p, and d 7 
in winch we were disposed; I sate in t. Behind these 
came the tw T 0 fairest and stateliest ships, sand/, stuck about 
with many branches of lawreb and having no passengers in 
them ; their flags were the atm and moon. But in the rear 
was only orto ship, gr, and ia this were forty Virgins, 
Having passed over this lake, we came through a narrow 
arm into the right- sea, where all the sirens, nymphs, and 
sea-goddesses attended ue, and immediately dispatched a 
sea-nyiuph unto us to dclivcT their present of honour to the 
Wedding. It was a costly^ great, set, round, and orient 
pearl, the like to which hath not at any time been seen* 
£ either in ours or in the new 

j — - ^ world. The Virgins having 

° // v friendly received it* the nymph 

gd intreated that audience might be 

** given to their divortisements, which 

// the Virgin was content to give, and 
J V 1 * commanded, the tw* great ships to 

stand into the middle, and to the rest to incompass them in 
pentagon, after which the nymphs fell into a ring about them, 
and with a moat delicate sweet voice began thus to sing : 
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Thtie'B nothing, butter here below 
Than buaufceoila, noble Love p 
Whereby we like to God do grow, 
And nonei to grief do move } 
Wherefore let's chant it to the King, 
H l'b&t Jill the Rea therewith may ring. 
We ^uiistlOU, snewor you ! 


II. 

What w&a it that at iirat us made ? 

Twaa Love. 

Aud Whit hath grace afresh OODVeJgh'd ? 
'Twits Love, 

And whence (pray tull its 1} wore WO horn ! 

Of Love. 

How cams wo then again forlorn ? 

Sana Luvu. 

III. 

Who wa& it, Hay, that na conceived * 

Twau Love. 

Who Buckled, mined, and relieved ? 

"Fwaa Love. 

What do we to our parents owe ? 

Tie Love, 

Why du they tis eunh kindness show ? 

Of Lott. 

ty< 

Who gets herein the victory ? 

"Tk Love. 

Can Love by Hoarch obtained be 7 
By Love. 

How may n man good workt perform 7 
Through Love. 

Who into one (An two transform ? 

'Tis Love, 
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V, 

ThflU let our wn,g sound, 

Till its cceho rcbuuiul, 

To Love's honour and praise ; 

May it ever increase 

With our noble Princes, Lite Kang wid the Qu-euu,, 
The aoul is departed, their body's within. 


VI, 

And as long as we live 
God jiratloualy give, 

That tw great love anal amity 
They bwr each ofclaer mightily, 

■Ho W« ( likewise, by love's own, flame 
May reoonjoyn them onto ibgein, 

vn. 

Then thte annoy Into great joy 
(If many thousand younglinga deign ) 

Shall change, and ever so remain. 

These having, with most admirable concent and melody, 
finished this song, I no more wondred at misses for 
stopping the ears of his companions ; I seemed to myself 
the most unhappy man alive that Nature had not made me 
too so trim a creature. But the Virgin soon dispatched 
them, and commanded to set sail ; wherefore the nymphs, 
having been presented with a long red scarff for a gratuity, 
dispersed themselves in the sea, I was at this time sensible 
that Cupid began to work witii me too, which tended little 
to my credit ; but as my giddiness is likely tq be nothing 
beneficial to the reader, I am resolved to let it rest. This 
was the wound that in the first book l received on my head 
in a dream. Let every one take warning by me of loitering 
about Veuua f bed, for Cupid can by no means brook it. 
After some hours, we came withiu ken of the Tower of 
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Olympus; wherefore the Virgin eon] mantled by the dis- 
charge of some pieces to give signal of oar approach, and 
immediately we espyed a great white flag thrust out, and a 
small gilded pinnace sent forth, to meet us, wherein was a 
very antient man, the Warder of the Tower, with certain cuiw a 
guards in white, by whom we wore friendly received, and 
conducted to the Tower, which was situated upon an island 
exactly square, 1 and invironed with a wall so firm, and soncum 
thick that I counted two hundred and sixty paces over. vm. 

On the other side was a hue meadow with certain little 
gardens, in which grew strange, and to me unknown finite. 

There was an inner wall about the Tower which itself was 

as if seven round towers had been built one hy another, 

yet the middlemost was somewhat higher, and within they 

all entered one into another. Being coine to the gates of 

the Tower, we were lad a little aside on the wall, that so 

the coffins might be brought id without our notice, but of 

this the rest knew' nothing. We were conducted into the i. c^lcist*. 

Tower at the very bottom, which was an excellently 

painted laboratory, where we were fain to beat and wadi 1 *]wwb 
T ■ i 11 „ , . iiospfctum- 

pl&nts, precious stones, and all sorts of things extract 
their juice and essence, put up the same iti glasses, and 
deliver them to be laid up. Om Virgin waa so busic with 
us, and so full of directions, that she knew not how to give 
us employment enough, so that in this island we wore 
nicer drudges till we had atchieved all that was necessary 
for restoring the beheaded bodies, Meantime, as I after* 
wards learned, throe Virgins were in the first apartment v&tfm™, 
washing the corps with diligence. Having at length 
almost done our preparation, some broath, with a little 


1 &ce additiociftl not*. No, 4 - 
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draught of wine* was brought us, whereby I observed that 
we were not here for pleasure. When wo had finished our 
day’s work, everyone had a ma&tre&s laid on the ground 
for Mm, wherewith we were to content ourselves. For my 
part I was not much troubled with sleep, and walking out 
Into the garden* at length came as far ae the wall* where* 
the heaven being very dear, I could well give away the 
time in contemplating the stars. By chance 1 came to a 
great pair of stone stairs leading to the bop of the wall, and 
because the moon shone very bright^ I w&s so much the 
more confident, and, going up, looked too a little upon the 
sea* which was. exceeding calm, Thus having good oppor- 
tunity to consider better of astronomy, I found that this 
night there would happen such a conjunction of the 
planets, the like to which was not otherwise suddenly to ho 
observed. Having looked a good while into the eea, and 
it being just about midnight, I beheld from far the seven 
Flames passing over sea hitherward, and betakeing them- 
selves to the top of the spiro of the tower. This made me 
somewhat aififtid ; for as soon as the Flames had settled 
themselves, the winds rose, and made the sea very tempes- 
tuous. The moon also was covered with clouds, and roy 
joy ended with such fear that I had scarce time enough to 
hit upon the stair™ again, and betake myself to the Tower, 
where I laid me down upon my mattress, and there being 
in, the laboratory a pleasant and gently purling fountain, I 
fell asleep so much the sooner, And thus tills fifth day 
too waa concluded with wonders. 
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The Sixth JJay. 


Next morning, after we had awaked another, we sate 
together to discourse wlial might be the wont of things. 
Some were of opinion that the corps should all be in- 
livened again together. Others contradicted this^ because 
the decease of the ancients waa not only to restore life but 
increase too to the young ones. Some imagined that they 
were not put to death, but teat others were beheaded in 
their ateati Having talked a pretty while, in comes the 
old man, and first saluting us, looks about to see if all 
things were ready. Wo had herein so behaved ourselves 
that he had no fault to find with our diligence, whereupon 
he placed all the glasses together, and put them into a 
case. Presently conie certain youths, bringing ladders, 
roapeSj and largo wings, which they laid before us and 
departed. Then the old man began thus;- — ‘*My dear 
Sons, one of these three things must each of you this day 
constantly bear about with him, it is free for you to 
make choice of one of them, or to cast lots. J> We replied 
that we would cbooae- “ Nay,” said he, “ let it rather, go 
by lot. Hereupon he made three little schedules, writing 
on one ladder, on the second Hope, on the third Wings. 
These he laid in an hat ; each man must draw, and what- 
ever he happened on w r as to be his. Those who got ropes 
imagined tliemselves in the best case ; but I chanced on a 
ladder, which hugely afflicted me, for it was twelve-foot 
long, pretty weighty, and I must be forced to carry it, 
whereas the others could handsomely coyle their ropes 
about them, and as for the wings, the old man j oy ned 
them so neatly on to the third sort as if they had grown 
upon them. Hereupon he turned the cock, and the 
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fountain ran no longer, and we were fain to remove it out 
of the way. After all things were carried off, lie, taking 
with him the casket and glasses, took leave* and looked 
the door after him, so we imagined that we had been 
imprisoned in this Tower ; but it was hardly a quarter of 
an hour before a round hole above was uncovered * whore 
wo saw our Virgin, who bad us good morrow, desiring us 
to come up. They with the wings were instantly through 
the hole ; only they with the ropes were in an evil plight, 
for a 3 soon as ever one of ufl was up, he was commanded to 
draw up the ladder to him. At last each man's rope was 
hanged on an iron hook* and he climbed up as well as he 
could, which indeed was not compassed without blisters. 
When we were all well up* the hole was again covered, and 
we were friendly received by the Virgin. This room was 
the whole breadth of the Tower itself, having 91 n very 
stately vestries a little raised and reached by three steps. 
In these we were distributed to pray for the life of the 
King and Queen. Meanwhile the Virgin went in and out 
at the little door ft till we had done. As soon as our 
process was absolved, there was brought in through the 
little door by twelve persona, which were formerly our 
musitiaue, a wonderful thing of longish shape, which my 
companions took to be a fountain, and which was placed in 
the middle. I well observed, that Eho corps lay in it* for 
the inner chest was of an oval figure* so large that six 
persons might well lie therein one by another. After this 
they again went forth, fetched their instruments, and con^ 
ducted in our Virgin, with tier she^atbendante* to a most 
delicate voice of tnusick. The Virgin carried a Uttle 
casket, the rest only branches, and small lamps or lighted 
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torches, which last were immcd lately given into our hands, 
and wo Ektod about the fountain in this order. 
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First stood the Virgin A, with her attendants in a ring Or<io cfcciH 
round about, with the lamps find branches c. Next stood 
we with our torches b, then the xmisiti&Djg in a long rank ; 
last of fill, the rest of the Virgins d } in another long rank. 

Whence the Virgins came, whether they dwelt in tlue 
Ca&tie, or were brought in by night, I know not, foT their 
faces were covered with ’delicate white linnen. The iri 

VC5UB. 

Vagin opened the casket, in which was a round thing 
wrapped in a piocn of green double taffeta. This she laid 
in the uppermost kettle, and covered it with the lid, which 
was full of holes, and had besides a rim, on which she 
poured in some of the water which we had the day before 
prepared ; the fountain began immediately began to rim, 
and through four email pipes to drive mto the little 
kettle. Beneath the undermost kettle were many sharp 
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pointa, on winch the Virgins stuck their tamps, that the 
heat might come to the kettle and make the water aeetb, 
which, when it began to simper, by many little holes at a, 
foil in upon the bodies, and wag so hot that it dissolved 
them all, and turned them into liquor, "What the above- 
said round wraptoip thing was, my companions knew riot, 
but 1 understood that it was the Moor's head, from which 
the water conceived so great heat. At b, round about the 
great kettle, there were again many holes, in which they 
stuck their branches, but whether this was done of neces- 
sity ot for ceremony I know not. However, these branches 
wore continually sprinkled by the fountain, whence it 
afterwards dropt somewhat of a deeper yellow into the 
kettle. This lasted for near two hours, the fountain still 
running, but more faintly. Meantime the musitians went 
their way, and wo walked up and down in the room, which 
truly waa so made that wo had opportunity enough to pass 
away our time r There were images, paintings, clock- works, 
organs, springing fountains, and the like. When it was 
near the time that the fountain ceased, the Virgin com- 
manded a golden globe to be brought. At the bottom of 
the fountain was a tap, by which she Jet out all tile matter 
dissolved by those hot drops (whereof certain qnarts were 
then very red) into the globe, The rest of the water above 
in the kettle was poured out, and so this fountain was 
again carried forth, Whether it was opened abroad, or 
whether anytldng of the bodies that was useful yet re- 
inained, I dare not certainly say, but the water emptied 
into the globe was much heavier than six or more of us 
were able to bear, albeit for its bulk it should have seemed 
not too heavy for one man. This globe being with much 
ado gotten out of doors, we again sate alone, but I, per- 
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ceiving a trampling over head, had ad eye to my ladder, 

After one quarter of an hour, the covet above was lifted,, and 
we commanded to come up* which we did as before, with 
wings, ladder*, and ropes, and it did not a little vox me that A Branaud jij 
whereas the Yirgins could go up another way, we were fain 
to take so much toil ; yet I could judge there must be some 
special reason for it, and wo must leave somewhat for the old 
man to do too. The hole being again shut fast, I saw the 
globe hanging by a strong chain in the middle of thn room, in 
which there was nothing but windows, with a door between OwcriTtw 
every two, which was covered with a great polished looking- 
glass. These window's and looking-glasses were so optically 
opposed that although the sun, which now shined exceeding 
bright, beat only upon one door, yet (after the windows Allir 
towards the sun wore opened, and the doors before the 
looking-glasaes drawn aside) in all quarters of the room 
there was nothing but suns, which by artificial refractions 
beat upon the whole golden globe hanging in the midst, 
which, being polished, gave such a lustre that none of us 
could open our eyes, but were forced to look out at 
windows till the globe was well heated, and brought to the WLtilc ' *?«- 
desired effect. In these mirrors I saw the most wonderful 


spectacles that over nature brought to light, for there were 
suns in all places, and the globe in the middle shined 
brighter yet. At length the virgin commanded to shut up 
the looking-glasses and make fast the windows to let the 
globe cool a little, wherefore we thought good, since wo 
might new have leisure, to refresh ouT&clves with a break- 
fast, Tins treatment was again right philosophical, and 
we had no need bo be afraid of intemperance, though we f>tlllwepb ' 
liad no want, while the hope of the future joy, with which 
the virgin continually comforted us, made us so jocond that 
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wo regarded not any pains or inconvenience. I can truly 
say concerning my companions of high quality that their 
minds never ran after their kitchen or table, but their 
pleasure was only to attend on this adventurous physic, and 
hence to contemplate the Creators wisdom and onrni- 
poleiiey. After our refection we settled ourselves to work;, 
for the globe was sufficiently cooled, which with toil and 
labour we were to lift off the chain and set upon the door. 
Tile dispute then was how we were to get the globe in 
sunder, for we were commanded to divide it in the midst. 
The conclusion was that a sharp-pointed diamond would be 
best to do it, and when we had thus opened the globe, 
there was no redness to be seen, hut a lovely great enow- 
white egg, and it mightily rejoy ced us that this was so well 
brought to pass, for the virgin was in perpetual care least 
the shell might still be too tender. We stood around about 
this egg as jocund as if we ourselves had laid it, but the 
Virgin made it presently be carried forth, and departed 
herself, locking the door behind her. What she did 
abroad with the egg,, or whether it were privately handled, 
I know not, neither do I believe it. We were again to 
pause for one quarter of an hour, till the third hole opened, 
and we, by means of our instruments, came upon the fourth 
stone or floor. In this room we foand a great COppCr 
kettle filled with silver sand, which was warmed with a 
gentle lire, and afterwards the egg was raked op in it, that 
it might therein come to perfect maturity. This kettle was 
exactly square. Upon one side stood these two verses writ 
in great letters — 

O. ELI. TO. BIT. MI. LI. 

KANT. ! l VOLT. BIT. TO. OOLT. 

3 This letter ia Omitted 1U on; of tin; tit naan editions. 
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On tile second aids were these three words— 

5 amt as. Nix. East a. 

The third had but this one word, — 

FIAT. 

But on the hindmost part stood an entire inscription, 
running thue — 

Quoe 

Ignis: Aer; Aqua: Terra: 

Sanctis Regum et Rege- 
kakck vmsTH ; 

<Xfterlbu& 

Fripsre 7tx3Ji ptfitentnl, 

Fidelia Chymiconrai Tnrba 
In Hanc Urbaw 
O ontulit, 

Ai 

-g n r?' 9m 

Now, whether the sand or egg were hereby meant I leave 
the learned to dispute. Our egg, being ready, was taken 
out, but it needed no cracking, for the Bird soon freed him- 
self, looking very jocund, though bloody and unshapm 
Wo first set him on the warm sand, the Virgin commanding njitu* 
that before we gave him anything to cat wc should be sure 1 " ,i ' LLr,j5 " 
to make him fast, otherwise he would give us all work 
enough, Tina being done, food was brought him, which VLivcItur- 
surely was nothing hut the blood of the beheaded debited p&atmsr 

u,iri8 

with prepared water, by which the Bird grew so fast under awtUi-tsnnn 
our eye that we well saw why the Virgin gave filich 
warning of him. lie bit and scratched so devilishly that, 
could he have had his will upon any of us, he would soon 

hi 




HISTORY OF THE ROSICRUCIANS. 


17 % 

have dispatched him. Now he was wholly black and wild, 
Sarsirn.iii£ wherefore other meat was brought him, perhaps the blood 

shds RegiH ^ r r 

pwaiuir. of another of the Royal Persons, whereupon all his black 
feathers moulted and were replaced by snow-white ones. 
Me was somewhat tamer too, and more tractable, though 
we did not yet trust him. At the third feeding his feathers 
began to bo so curiously coloured that- 1 never saw the like 
irWtapat. for beauty. lie was also exceedingly tame, and behaved 
himself so friendly with us that, the Virgin consenting, we 
Libiiriitur released him from captivity. ft J Vis now reason.” she began. 

vhacnlSfiL a p ~ ® p 

<f since by your diligence, and our old man's consent, the 
Rird has attained with his life and the highest perfection, 
that he be also joyfully consecrated, by US, 5 ' Herewith she 
commanded to bring in dinner, since the most troublesome 
part of our work was now over, and it was fit we should 
begin to enjoy our passed labours* M 7 e began to make 
merry together. Howbeit, we bad still our mourning 
cloatha on, which seemed somewhat reproachful to our 
mirth. The Virgin was perpetually inquisitive, perhaps to 
rj-suius find to which of us her future purpose might- prove serviee- 
able, hut her discourse was, for the most part, about 
Melting, and it pleased her well when any one seemed 
Mrf?e5£«- expert in such compendious manuals as do peculiarly 
commend an artist. This dinner lasted not above three- 
quarters of an hour, which we yet, for the most part-, a pent 
with our Bird, whom we were fain constantly to feed with 
his meat, though be continued much at the same growth. 
After Dinner we were not long suffered to digest our food, 
for the Virgin, together with the Eird > departed from us, 
5. Concurs, and the fifth room was opened , which we reached after 
■the former manner, and tend red our service. In this 
room a bath was prepared for our Bird, which was so 

twjDHUB. 1 r 1 
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coloured with a fine white powder that it had the appear 
anee of milk. It was cool when the Bird was set ioto 
it, and he was mighty well pleased with it, drinking of 
it, and pleasantly sporting in it But after it began to heat, 
by reason of the lamps placed under it, we had enough to 
do to keep him in the hath. Wo, therefore, dapt a 
cover on the kettle, and suffered him to thrust out 
hie head through a hole, till he had lost alt hie feathers 
in this bath, and was as smooth as a new-born babe, 
yet the heat did him no further harm. In this bath the 
feathers were quite consumed, acid the bath was thereby 
turned into blew. At length we gave the Bird air, who of 
himself sprung out of the kettle, and was so glitteringjy 
smooth that it was a pleasure to behold him. But because 
he was still somewhat wild, we were fain to put a collar, 
with a chain, about his neck, and so led him lip and down vitinuiT. 
the room. Meantime a strong fire waa made under the 
kettle, and the bath sodden away till it all came to a blew 
stone, which we took out, and, having pounded it, we b*ihwud 
ground It on a stone, and finally with this colour painted ^puiem. 
the Bird's whole skin over, who then looked much more 
strangely, for he was all blew except the head, which 
remained white. Herewith our work in this story was 
performed, and we, after the Virgin with her blew Bird 
was departed from us, were called up a hole to the sixth e - Csn^uve, 
story, where we were mightily troubled, for in the midst a 
little altar, every way like that in the King’s hall, was 
placed. Upon it stood the six fore mentioned particulars, 
and he himself (the Bird) made the seventh. First of all 
the little fountain was sot before him, out of which he 
drunk a good draught ; afterwards he pecked upon the 
white serpent till she bled mightily. This blood wo re^ 
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coivcd in a golden cup, and poured down the Bird's! throat* 
who was mighty averse from it ; then we dipt the serpent’s 
head ill the fountain, upon which she again revived, and 
crept into her death’s head, so that I saw her no more for 
a long time. Meanwhile the sphere turned constantly on 
until it made the desired conjunction. Immediately the 
watch struck one, upon which there was going another 
conjunction. Then the watch struck two. Finally, whilst 
we were observing the third conjunction, and the same 
was indicated by the watch, the poor Bird of himself sub- 
missively laid down his neck upon the book* and willingly 
suffered his head to be smitten off by one of us* thereto 
chosen by lot. Howbeit he yielded not one drop of blood 
till he was opened on the breast, and then the blood spun 
out so fresh and clear as if it had been a fountain of rubies. 
Ilis death went to the heart of us, yet we might well judge 
that a naked bird would stand us in little stead, We 
removed the little altar, and assisted the Virgin to burn 
the body, together with the little tablet hanging by, to 
ashes, with fire kindled at the little taper* afterwards to 
cleanse the same several times, and to lay them in a box of 
cypress wood. Here I cannot conceal what a trick 1, with 
three more, was served. After we had diligently taken up 
the ashes, the Virgin began to speak thus : — ** My Lords, 
wo are here in the siatth room, aud have only one more 
before us, in which our trouble will, be at an und t and we 
shall return homo to our eaatle to awaken our most gratious 
Lords and Ladies. Now albeit I could heartily wish that 
all of you had behaved yourselves in such sort that I might 
have gi ven your commendations to our most renowned King 
and Queen* and you have obtained a suitable reward, yet 
because, contrary to my desire, I have found amongst you 
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these four "--pointing at me and three others — i( Jazy and 
sluggish laboi] raters* and yet according to my good-will to 
fill* I am not willing to deliver them to condign punish- 
menh However* that such negligence may not remain 
wholly unpunished* I purpose that they shall he excluded 
from the future seventh and most glorious action of all the 
rest, and so they shall incur no further blame from their 
Royal Majesties/' 

In what a case we now were I leave others to consider* 
for the Virgin so well knew how to keep her countenance 
that the water aoon ran over our baskets* and we esteemed 
ourselves the most unhappy of all men. The Virgin by one 
of her maids, whereof there were many always at hand, 
caused the musitians to be fetch t* who were with cornets to 
blow ns nut of doors with such scorn and derision that they 
th erased ves could hardly sound for laughing. But it did 
particularly afflict us that the Virgin vehemently laughed 
at our weeping, and that there might be some amongst our 
companions who were glad of our misfortune. But it 
proved otherwise,, for as soon as we were come out at the c™,m*dum 

1 ^frtCiTL 

door the musiti&uti bid us he of 'good cheers* and follow' 
thorn up the winding staires lo the eighth floor under the **■ Comb™, 
roof* where wo found the old man standing upon a little 
round furnace. He received u& friendly, and heartily con- 
gratulated us that we were hereto chosen by the Virgin ; 
but after lie had understood the fright we had conceived* 
his belly was ready to burst- with laughing that we had 
taken such good fortune eo hainously. "Hence," said he, 
u my dear sons, learn that mm never knoweth how well 
God intend eth him. 1 ' The Virgin algo came running in* 
who* after ehc had sufficiently laughed at us* emptied her 
ashes into another vessel* filling hers again with other 
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matter* saving* she must now cast a mist before the other 
artist’s eyes, that we in the mean time should obey the old 
lord, and not remit our former diligence. Herewith she 
departed from us into the seventh room, whither she called 
our companions. What she first did with them I cannot 
tell, for they were not only most earnestly forbidden to 
speak of it, but we, by reason of our business, durst not 
peep on them through the cieling. Our work was to 
moisten the ashes with our fore-prepared water till they 
became like a very thin dough, after which we set the 
matter over the fire till it was well heated ; then w r e cast it 
into two little firms or moulds, and so let it cool a little, 
when we had Leisure to look on our companions through 
certain ^revises in the floor. They were bueie at a furnace, 
atid each was himself fain to blow up the fire with a pipe, 
till he was ready to lose his breath. They imagined they 
were herein wonderfully preferred before us. This blowing 
lasted till our old man roused us to work again. We 
opened our little forma, and there appeared two bright and 
id most transparent little images, a male and a female, the 
like to which man's eye never saw, each being but four 
inches long, and that which most mightily surprised me 
was that they wore not hard, but limber and fleshy as other 
human budies ; yet had they no life, so that I assuredly 
believe that Lady Venus' image was made after some such 
way. These angelically fair babes wo laid upon two little 
eattin cushonetR, and beheld them till we were almost 
besotted upon so exquisite an object. The old lord warned 
us to forbear, and continually to instil the blood of the 
bird, which had boon received in a little golden cup r drop 
after drop into the mouths of the littlo images, from whence 
they apparently uncreated, becoming according to propor- 
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tion much moro li-entitiful, They grew &o big that we 
lifted them from the little euahonets, ami were fain to 
lay them upon a long table covered with white velvet. 

The old man commanded us to cover them up to the breast 
with a piece of fine white double tatfata, which, because of 
their unspeakable beauty, almost went against w; r Before™'^ 
we had in this manner quite spent the bloody they were in 
their perfect full growth, having gold-yellow curled hair, 
and the figure of Venus was nothing to them. But there 
was not yet any natural warmth or sensibility in them ; 
they were dead figures, yet of a lively and natural colour ; 
and since care Was to he taken that they grew not tod 
greats the did man would not permit anything more to bn 
given them, but covered their faces too with the silk, and 
caused the table to he stuck round about with torches. 

.Let the reader imagine not these lights to have been of 
necessity, for the old man's intent was that we should not 
observe when the Soul ontred into them, as indeed wo 
should not have taken notice of it, in ease T had not twice 
before seen the flames. However, I permitted the other 
three to remain in their belief neither did the old 
man know that I had seen anything more. Here- 
upon he bid us sit down oil a bench over against 
the table. The Virgin came in with the nmsick and all 
furniture, and tarried two curious white garments, the like 
to which I had never scon in the Castle, 1 thought no YctfUnuho-- 
other but that they were meer uhristal, but they were 
gentle and not transparent. These she kid upon a table, 
and after she had disposed her Virgins upon a bench round 
about, she and the old man began many Igger-de-mwn tricks 
about the table, which were done only to blind. All this s^LuHrM 

. . liiinrttur. 

was managed under the roof, which was wonderfully 
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formed* for on the inside it was arched into seven hemi- 
spheres, of which the middlemost was somewhat the highest, 
and had at top a little rotund hole, which was shut and was 
observed by none but myself, After many ceremonies 
stept in six Virgin^ each of which bare a large trumpet* 
rouled about with a green* glittering, and burning material 
like a wreath, one of which the old man took, and after he 
had removed some of the lights at top. and uncovered tbetr 
faces, lie placed one of the trumpets upon the mouth of one 
of the bodies in such manner that the upper and wider part 
of it was directed towards the fore-mentioned hole. Hero 
my companions always looked upon the images* but as soon 
as the foliage or wreath about the shank of the trumpet 
wim kindled, I saw the hole at top open and a bright stream 
of Gre shoot down the tube and pass into the body, where- 
upon the hole was again covered, and the trumpet removed. 
With this device my companions were deluded into imagin- 
ing that life came to the image by the fire of the foliage, 
for as soon aa he received his Soul ho twinckled his eyes 
though scarcely stirring. The second time he placed 
another tube upon its mouth, kindled it again, and the 
Soul was let down tbrongh the tube. This was repeated 
upon each of them three times* after which all the lights 
were extinguished and carried away. The velvet carpets 
of tho table wore cast togetiier over them, and immediately 
a travelling bed was unlocked and made ready, into which* 
thus wrapped up, they were born* and, after the carpets 
were taken off them, neatly laid "by each other, where* with 
tho curtains drawn before them, they slept a good while. 
It was now time for the Virgin to see how the other artists 
behaved themselves; they were well pleased because they 
were to work in gold, which is indeed a piece of this art, 
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hut not the most principal, necessary, and best, They had 
too a part of those ashes, so that they i magined that the 
whole Rird was provided for the take of gold, and that life 
must thereby be restored to the deceased. Moan lime we 
sate very alii!, attending when our married couple would 
awake^ and thus about half an hour was spent. Then the 
wanton Cupid presented him self, and, after he had saluted HenmwuJi 
us all, flew to them behind the curtain, tormenting them » *vpwui*. 
till they waked,- This happened to them with very great 
amazement, for they imagined that they had slept from the 
hour in which they were beheaded, Cupid, after he had JWuntiiH 

. I . <| itL <]muL • 

awaked them, and renewed their acquaintance one with lflltariAtir - 
another, stopped aside and permitted them to recruit their 
strength, mean time playing his triuka with ua, and at 
length he would needs have the rausick fotcht to be some- 
what the merrier. Ifot long after the Virgin herself comes, 
and having most humbly saluted the young King and 
Queen, who found themselves somewhat faint, and having Corm.iira 
kissed their hands, she brought them the two fore-mentioned 
curious garments, which they put on* and so stepped forth, BpfciMUd* 

... prsbeank 

There were already prepared two very curious champs, 
wherein they placed themselves, and were by us with most 
profound reverence congratulated, for which the King in 
his own person moat gratiously returned his thanks, and 
again TC^aseured ue of all grace. It was already about five of 
clock, wherefore they could make no longer stay; but aa soon 
as over the chin test of their furniture could be laden, we were 
to attend the young Royal Persons down the stairs, through 
all doors and watches unto the ships in which they inbarqued, conlttgu 
together with certain Virgins and Cupid T and sailed so imu maro. 
swiftly that we soon lost sight of them, yet they were met, 
as I w*j informed, by certain stately ships, and in four 



iS 6 


HISTORY OF THE RQSfCR UC FANS, 


Hualcfc. 


Ttsrrls 
CftatwlLta m 
TDibtfblU. 


flcnt&i tat 
liipEttor, 


hours time had made many leagues out at sea. After five 
of clock the musifciuus were charged to carry all things 
b&ck to the ships, aitd to make themselves ready for the 
voyage, but because this was somewhat long a doing, the 
Ciittoa ieiici t)l d lord commanded forth a party of his concealed soldiers,. 

who had hitherto boon pi anted in the wall so that we had 
taken no notice of any of them, whereby I ohserved that this 
tower was well guarded against opposition. These soldiers 
made quick work of our stuff, so that no more remained to 
be done but to go to supper. The table being comp] sally 
furnished, the Virgin brings ns again to our companions, 
where wo were to camy ourselves as if we had truly been 
in a lamentable condition, while they were always smiling 
one upon another, though some of them too simpathiKcd 
with us. At this supper the old lord was with us, who was 
a most sharp inspector over ns, for none could propound 
anything so discreetly but that he knew how to confute or 
amend it, or at least to give some good document upon it. 
I learned most by this lord, and it were good that each 
would apply himself to him, and take notice of his pro- 
cedure, for tbon things would not so often and untowardly 
miscarry. After we bad taken our nocturnal refection, the 
old lord led us into his closets of rarities, dispersed among 
the bu I works, where we saw such wonderful productions of 
nature, ftlld other things which man’s wit in imitation of 
nature had invented, that we needed a year sufficiently to 
survey them. Thus we spent a good part of the night by 
candle-light. At last, because we were more inclined to 
sleep then see many rarities, we were lodged in rooms in 
the M r all, where we had net only costly good beds but 
extraordinary handsome chambers, which made us the 
more wonder why we were forced the day before to under- 
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go so many hardships. In tine chamber I had good rest, 
and, being for the most part without care, and weary with 
continual labour, the gentle rushing of the sea. hdped me 
to a sound and sweet, sloop, for 1 continued in one dream 
from eleven of clock till eight in the morning, 

Th& Seventh Bay. 

After eight of clock ! awaked^ and quickly made myself 
ready, being desirous to return again into the tower, but 
the dark passages in the wall were so tnany that 1 wandered 
a good while before I could find the way out. The same 
happened to the rest, till we all meet in the nethermost 

ilepoaupE 

vault, and habits intirely yellow were given us, together 
with our golden fleeces. At that time the Virgin declared 
to us that we were Knights of the , of which Saintantur 

t {■qultea. 

we were before ignorant. After wo had made ourselves 


ready, and taken our breakfast^ the old man presented each 
of us with a medal of gold. On the one side stood these 

41 xnn$. 

words — 
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exhorting us to enterprise nothing beyond and against this 
token of remembrance. Herewith wo wont forth to the 
eea, where our ships lay so richly equipped that it was not 
well possible but that such brave things must drat have 
been brought thither. The ships were twelve in number, 
eix of ours and six of tile old lord's, who caused his to be 
freighted with Well-appointed soldiers. But ho betook 
himself to us in our ship, where we were all together, in isravi^ i. 
the first the musitians sealed themselves, of which the old 
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lord had also a groat number. They sailed before us to 
shorten the lime, Our flags were the twelve celestial signs, 
and we sate in Libra, Besicla other things our ship had a 
noble and curious dock which showed us all the 
minutes. The sea wa3 so calm that it was a 
singular pleasure to sail, but that which surpassed all 
was the old man’s discourse, who so well knew how 
to pass away our time with, wonderful histories that I 
could have been content to sail with him all my life long. 
The ships passed on^ and before we had sailed two hours 
the mariner told us that he saw the whole lake almost 
covered with ships, by which wo conjectured they were 
come out to meet us, which proved true, for as soon as we 
were gotten out of the sea into the lake of the forementioned 
river,, there stood in to us five hundred ships, one of which 
sparkled with gold and pretfous stones, and in it sate the 
Ktng and Queen, with lords, ladies, and virgins of high 
birth. As soon as they were well in ken. of us the pieces 
were discharged on both sides, and there was such a din of 
trumpets,. shalnns, and kettle-drums, that all the ships upon 
the sea tapered again As soon as wo came near, they 
brought about our ships together ami so made a stand. 
Old Atlas stopped forth on the King’s behalf, making a 
short but handsom oration , wherein he welcomed us, and 
demanded whether the royal Presents were in readiness. 
The rest of my companions were in an huge amazement 
whence this King should arise, for they imagined no other 
but that they must again awaken him. We suffered them 
to continue in their wonderment, end carried ourselves as 
if it seemed strange to ua too. After Atlas’ oration out 
steps our old man, making somewhat a larger reply, wherein 
he wished the King and Queen all happiness and increase, 
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after which he delivered a curious small casket, but what 
was ju it I know not. It was committed to the custody of 
Cupid, wild hovered between them both. After the oration 
they again let off a joyful voile of shot, and so wo sailed 
on a good time together T till we arrived at another shore, 
neaT the first gate at which I first entred. At this place 
there attended a great multitude of the King"s family, 
together with some hundreds of horses. As soon as we 
were come to shore and disembarqued, the King and 
Queen presented their hands to all of ns, one with another, 
with singular kindness, and go wo were to got up on horse* 
hack. Here 1 desire to liave the reader friendly entreated 
not to interpret the following narration to any vain glory 
of mine, but to credit me that had there been not a special 
mscessity in it, I could well have concealed the honour 
which was shewed me, Wh were all distributed amongst j^ T a 
the lords, but our old lend and I, most unworthy, were io 
rids even with the King, each of us bearing a ano w- white J ll7LCiL ' L, ^ m; - 
ensign with a Ked Gross. I indued was made uae of 
because of my age, for we both had long grey beards and 
hair, 1 had besides fastened my tokens round about my 
hat, of which the young King soon took notice, and 
demanded if I were he who could at the gate redeem these 
tokens. I answered yes in the most humble manner, but 
ho laughed on me, raying there henceforth needed no 
ceremony, I was ms Father, Then he asked me where- 
with I had redeemed them. I answered, i{ With Water Tenons 
and Salt,” whereupon he wondred who had made me bd eutui L 
wise, upon which I grew some what more confident, and 
recounted how it had happened to me with my Bread, the 
DovOj and the Karen ; lie was pleased with it, aud said 
expressly, that it must needs ho that God had herein 
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vouchsafed me a singular happiness. Herewith we came 
to the first gate, where the porter with the blew deaths 
waited, bearing in his hand a supplication. As soon as he 
spied rue even with the king, ho delivered me the supplica- 
tion, most humbly beseeching me to mention his ingenuity 
before ine towards the King ; so, in the first place, 1 
demanded of his majesty what the condition of this porter 
was, who friendly answered me, that he was a very famous 
and rare astrologer, always in high regard with the Lord 
his Father, but having on a time committed a fault against 
Venus, and bob eld her in her bed of rest, this punishment 
was imposed upon him, that he should so long wait at the 
gate till some one should release him from thence. I 
rcp'lyed, "May ho then be released V* "Yes/’ said the 
King, “ if anyone can bo found that hath as highly 
transgressed as himself', he must stand in his stead, and the 
other shall be free. This word went to my heart ; eon science 
convinced me that I was the offender, yet I hold my peace 
and delivered the supplication. As Soon as the King had read 
it, he Was mightily terrified, so that the Queen, who, with oor 
virgins and that other queen whom i mentioned at the hang- 
ing of the weights, rid behind us, asked him what the letter 
might sign! fie; but he, putting up the paper, began tu dis- 
course of other matters, till in about three hours we came 
quite to the Castle, where we alighted and waited upon the 
King into his hall, who called immediately for the old Atlas 
to come to him in a little closet, and showed him the writing. 
Atlas made no long tarrying, but rid out to the porter to 
take better cognizance of the matter, after which the young 
King, with his spouse and other Lords, Ladies, and Virgins 
sate down. Then began our Virgin highly to commend the 
diligence we had used, and the pain* and labour we Lad oil- 



MARRIAGE OF CHRISTIAN ROSENCEEUTZ, 191 


fk rgone, requesting we night be royal ly rewarded, and that 
she henceforward might be permitted to enjoy the benefit 
of her commission. The old lord stood up too, arid attested 
the truth of all that the Virgin had spoken, and that- it was 
but equity that we should on both parts be contented. 
Hereupon we were to step out a little ; it was concluded 
that each man should make some possible wish, and were 
to consider of it till after supper. Meantime the King and LuduBiftepb 

cum KTjfifl*- 

Queen, for recreation's sake, began to play together. It 
looked not unlike chegse, only it had other laws, for it was 
the vert ues and vices one against another, where it might 
be ingeniously observed with what plots the vices lay in 
wait for the vertues., and how to re encounter them again, 

This was so properly and artificially performed that it were Artiecm^ 
to bo wished that wo had the like game too. During the 
game in cornea Atlas again, and makes his report in private, 
yet i blushed all over, for my conscience gave me no rest. 

The King presented me the supplication to read, the con- Sejp^itrtic 
tents whereof were to this purpose l First, the writer wished lradllum 

flutori, 

the King prosperity and peace, and that his seed might be 
spread far and wide. Afterwards he remonstrated that the 
time was now come wherein, according to the royal promisse, 
ho ought to be released; because Venus was already uncovered 
by one of his guests, for Ills observations could not lie to 
to him, and that if his, Majesty would please to make strict 
and diligent enquiry, in case this should not prove to be, 
he would remain before the gate all the days of his life. 

Then he humbly sued that, upon peril of body and life, he 
might be present at this night’s supper, being in good hopes 
to spye out the offender and obtain his wished freedom. 

This was handsomly indited, and I could well perceive bis 
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luge unity, but it was too sharp for me, and I could well 
have end tired never to have seen it, Casting in my mind 
whether he might perchance be helped through my wish* 1 
asked the King whether he might not be released some 
other way, but he reply ed no, because there was special 
consideration in the business, but for this night we might 
gratifie his desire, so he sent one forth to fetch him in. 
Mean time the tables were prepared in a spatiuus room, in 
which we had never before been, which was so oompicat 
that it is not possible for me to describe it. Into this we 
were conducted with singular ceremony. Cupid was not 
present, for the -disgrace which had happened bo hie mother 
had somewhat angered him. In hrieff, my offence, and the 
supplication which had been delivered, were the occasion of 
much sadness, for the King was in perplexity how to make 
inquisition amongst his guests. Ho caused the poTter him- 
self to make his strict siirveigh, and showed himself as 
pleasant as he was able. How belt, at length they began 
again to be merry, and to bespeak one another with all 
sorts of recreative, profitable discourses. The treatment 
and other ceremonies then performed it is not necessary to 
declare, since it is neither the readers concern nor service- 
able to my design, hut all exceeded more in invention than 
that we were overcharged with drinking. This was the 
last and noblest meal at which I was present. After the 
bancket the tables were suddainly taken away, and certain 
curious chairs placEid round in circle, in which we, together 
with the King and Queen, both their old men, the Ladies 
and Virgins, were to sit. After this a very hand som Page 
opened the above mentioned glorious little hook, when 
Atlas, immediately placing himself in the midst, bespoko 
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us to the ensuing purjjose Tliat his Royal Majesty had 
not yet committed to oblivion the service we had done Mm , 
and therefore by way of retribution had elected each of us 
Knights of the Gulden Stone, That it was, therefore* 
farther necessary not only once again to oblige ourselves 
towards hia Royal Majesty, but to vow upon the following 
articles, and then Hie Royal Highness would likewise 
know how to behave himself towards his high people. 

Upon which he caused the Page to read over these 
articles t — 

I, You, my Lords the Knights, shall swear that you, will 
at no time ascribe yarn order cither unto any Itevil or 
Spiri t, but only to God, your Creator, and Hia hand-maid 
Nature, 

II. That you will abominate all whoredom, iucontinency, 
and un cleanness* and not defile your order with such 
vices. 

HI. That you* through your talents, will be ready to 
assist ail that are worthy and have need of them, 

IV. That you desire not to employ this honour to worldly 
pride and high authority. 

V, That you shall not bo willing to live longer than God 
will have you. 

At this last article wo could not choose but laugh, and it 
may well have been placed there for a conceit. New, being priTj^j 
sworn them ail by the King's scepter, wo were afterwards, 
with the usual ceremonies* installed Knights, and, amongst 
other privileges, set over ignorance, poverty, and fiicknu&s, 
to handle them at our pleasure, Thia was afterwards ratified 
in a little chappel, whither we were conducted in proces- 
sion* and thanks returned to God for it. There I also at 
that time, to the honour of God, hung up my golden fleece 

Si 
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and hat, am 1 left them for an eternal memorial. And because 
every one was to write his name there, I writ thus :■ — 

Summa Sdentin, nihil Sdre, 

Ft. Chiubtianuts Rgsencpeutz. 

Equts ti-urei Lapidis. 

Anno. I 

j«n Others writ differently, each 53 seemed him good ; after 
HfHmhia: , 0 

w bteh we were again brought into the hall, where, being 

sate down, we were admonished quickly to bethink our- 
selves what every one would wish. The King and his 
party retired into a little closet to give audience to our 
wishes. Each man was called in severally, so that I can- 
not speak of any man’s proper wish ; but I thought 
nothing could be more praiseworthy than, in honour of my 
order, to demonstrate some laudable vcTtue, and found that 
none at present could bo more famous and cost mo more 
trouble than, gratitude^ wherefore, not regarding that I 
E*ncSSl r ™£ht have wished somewhat more agreeable to rny- 
I vanquished myself, and concluded, even with my 
own peril, to free the porter, my benefoetor, Being called 
in, I was first demanded whether, having read the suppli- 
cation, I had suspected nothing concerning the offender, 
upon which 1 began undauntedly to relate how all the busi- 
ness had passed, how, through ignorance, I fell into that 
mistake, and so offered myself to undergo all that I had 
AutoL'reu* thereby demerited, The King and the rest of the Lords 

caatUer-j. 

wondred mightily at so un-hoped for confession, and wished 
mo to atop asidrO a little ; and as soon as I was called in 
again, Atlas declared to me that, although it were grievous 
to the King's Majesty that I, whom he loved above others, 
was fallen Into such a mischance, yet, because it was not 
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possible for him to transgress his ancient usages, he knew 
not how else to absolve mo but that the other must he at 
liberty and 1 placed in his stead ; yet lie would hope that 
some other would eootl be apprehended, t-hnt so [ might lxs 
able to go home again, However, no release was to he 
hoped for till the marriage feast of his future son. This 
sentence near cost me my life, and I first bated myself 
and my twatling tongue in that 1 could not hold my 
peace; yet at last I took courage, and* because T con- 
sidered there was no remedy, I related how this porter 
had bestowed a token on me and commended me to the 
other, by whose assistance I stood upon the scale, and so 
was made partaker of all the honour atid joy already re- 
ceived. And therefore now it was equal that I should show t™ 

wsnmkll 

myself grateful to my benefactor, and was willing gently p ,n ' |iliff|is ' 
to- sustain inconvenience for his sake, who had been helpful 
to me in coming to so high place; but if by my wish any- 
thing might be effected, I wished myself at home again, 
and that so he by me, as I by my wish, might bo at liberty. 

Answer was made me, that the wishing stretched not so far, 
yet it was very pleasing to his Royal Majesty that I had 
behaved myself so generously, but he was afraid I might- 
still be ignorant into what a miserable condition 1 had 
[dunged myself through this curiosity. Hereupon the 
good man was pronounced free, and I, with a aad heart, 
was fain to step asidet The rest were called for after me, pcuaoi 

i*i . . . 3;i(i WHUurt 

a-nd came jocundly out again,, which was still more to my 
smart, for 1 imagined no other but that I must finish my 
life under the gate. I had also many pensive thoughts 
running iu my head as to what 1 should yet undertake, and 
wherewith to spend the t-mie, At length 1 considered Lh&tsm, 

I was now old, and, according to the course of Nature, bad 
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few more years to live, that this anguish and melancholy 
life would easily dis patch me, and then my doorkeepillg 
would he at an end, and that by a most happy sleep I 
grim | H ul might quickly bring myself into the grave. Sometimes it 

vexed me that I hud seen such gallant things, and must be 
robbed of them; sometimes it rejoy ced me that before my 
end I had been accepted to all joy* and should not be forced 
SO shamefully to depart. Thus this was the last and worst- 
shock that I sustained. Du ling these my cogitations the 
rest wore ready, wherefore, after they had received a good 
night from the Kiug and Lords, each was conducted into 
hie lodging, hut I, most wretched man, had nobody to show 
me the way, and yet must suffer myself to be tormented. 
That 1 might be certain of my future function, I was fain 
Autcr to p ut on the Ring which the other had worn, Finally, 
acunuliiiL the King exhorted mo that, since this was the last time 1 
was like to see him in this manner, I should behave myself 
according to my place, and not against the Order, upon 
which he took me in his arms and kissed me, all which I 
understood as if in the morning I must sit at my gate. 
After they had all spoken friendly to me, and at last pre- 
sented their hands J committing me to the divine protection, 
I was by both the old men — the Lord of the Tower and 
^tlas — conducted into a glorious lodging, in which stood 
three beds, and each of us lay in one of them, where we yet 
Turin. spent almost two, &c, 

tie-re. arc wanting about two Utm& in quarto } and he (the 
author hereof ), whereas he imagined he must in the morning 
be door-keeper, returned home. 


Autor 

acdpLt 

umilnan. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

ON THE CONNECTION OF THE ROfllCEUCTAN CLAlSiS WITH 
THOSE OF ALCHEMY AND MAGIC. 

Tee guise of antiquity being almost indispensable to the 
pretension contained in these singular documents, T have 
preferred presenting them to my readers in the archaic 
form of the original English translations, which, moreover, 
represent the Rosier ucian period in this country, than to 
undertake the somewhat superfluous task of a new version. 

If the Fauna” and "Confesrio Fratcrnitatia” are to he 
taken in their literal sense, the publication of those documents 
will not add new lustre to Kosi crucian reputations. We are 
accustomed to regard the adepts of the Rose-Cross as beings 
of sublime elevation and preternatural physical powers, 
masters of Nature, monarch#; of the intellectual world, 
illuminated by a relative omniscience, and absolutely ex- 
alted above all weakness and all prejudice. We imagine 
them to be ** holding no form, of creed, but contemplating 
all IJ from the solitary grandeur of the Absolute^ and in- 
vested with the sublime sorrow of the ages as of the lone 
ocean.” Rut here in their own acknowledged manifestoes 
they avow themselves a mere theosophieal offshoot of the 
Lutheran heresy, acknowledging the spiritual supremacy of 
a temporal prince, and calling the pope Antichrist. We 
have gauged in these days of enlightenment and universal 
tolerance the intellectual capacities of all professors, past 
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and present, of that nb prophetic which i& represented by 
Baxter and Ouniming. We know the value of all the mul- 
titudinona speculations in the theological no-man's land of 
the Apocalypse. We do not expect a new Star of Jacob to 
rise out of the Galilee of religious intolerance, and out of the 
frantic folly of sectarian squabbling*. We do not calculate 
the number of the beast, we do not denounce the Jesuits, 
we are not obsessed by an Infectious terror of papal power 
and its possible agressions ; on the contrary, we respect the 
associations connected with sovereign pontiffs, grand lamas, 
and chief patriarchs* We have, most of us, decided that 
the pope is neither God f s vicar nor the Man of Sin; we 
persistently refuse our adherence to any theory which con- 
nects the lUfte horn with Brince Jerome Kapoleou, and wo 
arc not open to any positive convictions on the identity 
of the Scarlet Woman, or of the lost tribes of Israel. All 
persons possessed of such positive convictions we justifiably 
regard as fanatics, and after due and deliberate considera- 
tion of the iioskruejan manifestoes, w r e do not feel able to 
make an exception in favour of this Fraternity, whose 

sc Mflivnei'K have not that repose 
Which marka the C&sto of Vere tie Vere. 3 ' 

In ether words, we find them intemperate in their language, 
rabid in their religious prejudices, and, instead of towering 
giant-like above the intellectual average of their age, we see 
them buffeted by the same passions and identified with all the 
opinions of the men by whom they were environed. The voice 
which addresses us behind the mystical mask of the Rose- 
Cross does not come from an intellectual throne, erected on 
the pinnacles of high thinking and surrounded by the serene 
and sunny atmosphere of a far-sighted tolerance ; it comes 
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from tho very heart of the vexatious and unprofitable strife 
of sects* and it utters the war-cry of extermination. The 
scales fall from our eyes, the romance vanishes ; wo lind our- 
selves in the presence of some Gomans of the period* nut 
of the mystic citiEans of the eternal kingdom." 

We are dejected and disillusioned* but we are thankful, 
notwithstanding, to know the truth, as distinguished from 
the fictions of Mr Hargrave Jennings and the glamorous 
fables of professed romancers. In this spirit we proceed to 
a closer acquaintance with the RosicmcLma as represented 
by themselves. 

I have already said that u The Universal Reformation ” 
has little internal con Election with the society wliich h sup- 
posed to have issued it in. its Teutonic dress. The conclu- 
sion which is reached in that curious tract is,. indeed, 
completely opposed to the expressed hopes of the Frater- 
nity, It illustrates the ludicrous futility and ahortiven,ess 
of the attempt to reform society, even when undertaken by 
the flower of the world’s 11 literati." It bids the reformers 
begin their work at home, and reduces their Utopian 
scheming from the splendid scale of universal reconstruc- 
tion to appraising sprats and cabbages. It considers 
mankind to be as good as his surroundings will allow 
him, and that t{ the height of human wisdom lies in the 
discretion to be content with leaving the world aa they 
Found it, 11 On the other hand, the u Fama” and “ Con- 
fessio ” invite “ the learned of Europe to co-operate with a 
secret society for the renovation of the age, the reform of 
philosophy,” and to remedy li the imperfection and incon- 
sistencies of all the art?..” The discrepancy is singularly 
complete, and as “ The Umvertai Information " throws no 
light upon the history or the claims of the Kosierucians, it 
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need not detain ng. “ The Chymical Marriage of Christian 
RosenereutE '* I shall also set aside for the present, because 
it is an allegorical romance — face Professor Ruble, as Do 
Quincey hath it — though otherwise of the first importance 
and interest* 

From the u Kama ,f and K Confessio ” we gather the reli- 
gious opinions of the Rosiurueian Fraternity, and classify 
them as follows : — 

a. They acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God, 

&, Man is bom into life by the power of God, falls 
asleep in Jesus, and will rise again through the 
Holy Spirit, 

c. They acknowledge a personal devil, the old enemy, 
who <[ hinders every good purpose by his instm* 
ments r JJ 

cL They 11 use two Sacraments, aa they am instituted 
with all Formes and Ceremonies of the first and 
renewed Church. Jk 

It follows from this that they believe the Lutheran 
Reformation restored the Christian Church to its 
primitive purity. 

/ They consider “ that from the beginning of the world 
there hath not been given to man a more excel- 
lent, admirable, and wholesome book than the 
Bible,” which is ft the whole suin J * of their laws. 

g. They call the pope Antichrist, a blasphemer against 
Christ, They execrate him, and look forward to 
the time “ when he shall be torn in pieces with 
nails " They foretell his “ final fall/ 1 with the 
assurance of Brothers the prophet, and in the ter- 
minology of Mr Grattan-Guiness. 

The philosophical and scientific opinions and pretensions 
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of the Ecsicruci&iJ: Society have more claim on our notice. 
A a in their theological views, so in these they are simply 
the ropreaentativoe of a certain school of thought current at 
their epoch. In its aspira-tienE, as distinguished, from its 
methods, this school way considerably in advance of the scien- 
tific orth odoary of the moment., Look i ng with piercing glance 

“ into groat Nature's Open eye. 

To see within it trembling lie 
The portrait of the Dotty ” 

they dreamed of a universal synthesis, and combining pro- 
found contemplation with keen observant faculties, the ex- 
perimental with a priori methods,, they sought to arrive at 
those realities which underlie phenomena^ " in more common 
but more emblematic words,* 1 they sought for the substance 
which is at tbe base of all the vulgar metals. Mystics in 
an age of scientific and religious materialism, they were 
connected by an unbroken chain with the theurgists of the 
first Christian centuries ; they were alchemists iu the 
spiritual sense and the professors of a divine magic. Their 
discLjjles, the liosicrucians, followed closely in their foot- 
steps, and the claims of the “ Faina ” and ( c Confessio rf must 
lie viewed in the light of tbe great elder claims of alchemy 
and magic. In those documents we find — I r The doctrine 
of the wtw:rf5flC-S5 l Bit i T I which considers man as containing the 
potentialities of the whole universe, or macrocosmus. Ac- 
cording to Paracelsus, who first developed tills suggestive 
teaching from obscure hints in the Kabbaliatic hooka, the 
m&erMosmiis and the arc one. "They are one con- 
atellatkm, one influence, one breath, one harmony, one time, 
one metal, one fruit/ 1 Each part of the great organism acts 
upon “the corresponding part of the small organism ill the 
same sense as the various organs of the human body are inti- 
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mately connected with and influence each other, Every 
change that takes place in the maaroeo$tmts may he sensed 
by the spiritual body which surrounds the spirit of the 
mimdum mumlum. The forces composing the one are idem 
tical with those of the other, 1 

II, We find, in the next place* the doctrine of Elemental 
spirits, which it is a common error to suppose originated 
with the Etaicrutiam This graceful and fanciful hypo- 
thesis also owes its development, if not its invention, 
to the seer of Hohenheim, ft was naturalised on French 
soil "by the author of the “ Comte de Gab&Iis,^ and is 
known chiefly in England, through the preface to if The 
Rape of the Lock” and of later years through the Gorman 
“ Romance of Undine ” which has been many times 
translated. 1 £t When yotl shall be numbered among the 
Children of the philosophers," says the i[ Comte do Gabalis,” 
“and when your eyes ahull have been strengthened 
by the use of the most sacred mededne* you will learn lb At 
the Elements are inhabited by creatures of a singular per- 
fection* from the knowledge of, and communication with* 
whom the sin of Adam has deprived his most wretched 
posterity. Yon vast space stretching between earth and 
Heaven has far nobler dwellers than the birds and the 
gnats * those wide seas hold other guests than the whales 
and the dolphins ; the depths of the earth are not reserved 
for the moles alone ; and that element of Are which is 
nobler than all the rest was not created to remain void and 
useless.” According to Paracelsus, “the Elementals are 
not spirits* because they have flesh* blood, and bones \ they 
live and propagate offspring ; they eat and talk* act and 
sleep, &e. . . . They are beings occupying a place between 
1 "Pjrsffl]?|i3," by FlWJ Hartmann, M,Ih, p -H, 
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men and fipirita, resembling men and ’women in their or- 
ganisation and form, and resembling spirits in the rapidity 
of their locomotion ?* They must not be confounded with, the 
Elemcntaries which are the astral bodies of the dead. 1 They 
htc divided into four classes, "The air is replete with an 
innumerable multitude of creatures, having human shapes, 
somewhat fierce in appearance* hut docile in reality ; great 
lovers of the sciences, subtle, serviceable to the S&g&s* and 
enemies of the foolish and ignorant. Their wives and 
daughters &to beauties of the masculine type, „ * , Tile 
soas and streams are inhabited even S3 the air ; the ancient 
Sages gave the names of Undines or Nymphs to these Ele- 
ment ala. There are few males among them, and the women 
are very numerous, and Of extreme beauty; the daughters 
of men cannot compare with them. The earth is filled by 
gnomes even to its centre* creatures of diminutive size, 
guardians of mines* treasures, arid precious stones. They 
furnish the Children of the Sages with all the money they 
desire* and ask little lor their services hut the distinction 
of being commanded. The gnomidea, their Wives* are tiny, 
but very pleasing* and their apparel is exceedingly curious, 
As to the Salamanders, those fiery dwellers ill the realm of 
flame, they serve the Philosophers, but do not eagerly seek 

1 According to E Liubas Ih$vE, tints Astral Light, i.tu , the tub&tance 
diffused through infinity, anil which is the first matter of the material 
and psycho-material universe* ia " transformed at the moment of 
conception, into human i Lght , and is the first tnvolo^Ha oF the ssdul. In 
combination with fluids of extreme subtlety, it becomes the astral, 
etherised, nr juderefcl body. When * man dies and tile divine spirit 
return* into the empyrean, it leave* two corpses, one on the earth and 
one ill the atmosphere, H Yrne already inert, the Other Still animated 
by the universal movement ul the aedl of the world, but destined to 
die gradually, being absorbed by the astral energies which produced 
it/ 1 — " Mysteries of Magic/’ pp, S7 5 1ft 1 ;. 
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their company, and their wives and daughters are seldom 
visibly They transcend all the others in beauty, for they 
are natives of a purer elements 1 * * 

III. In the third place, the Rosicmeian manifestoes con- 
tain the doctrine of the mgmtura rorum, which again is of 
Pamcekisn origin. This is the “magical writing" referred 
to in the "Fama and the mystic characters of that “ Book 
of Nature" which, according to the “Confessic,” stands 
open “for all eyes," but ** can be read or understood by only 
a very few,” These characters are the seal of God im- 
printed “on the wonderful work of creation, on the heavens, 
tine earth, and o-n all beasts,"* This “signature of things n is 
described by Paracelsus as “a certain organic vital activity," 
which is frequently “expressed even in the exterior form of 
things ; and by observing that form wo may learn something 
in regard to their interior qualities, even without using our 
interior sight. We see that the internal character of a man 
is often expressed in his exterior appearance, even in the 
manner of his walking and in the sound of his voice. Like- 
wise the hidden character of things is to a certain extent 
expressed in their outward forms. As long as man re- 
mained in a natural state, he recognised the signatures of 
things and knew thdr true character; hut the more ho 
diverged from the path of Nature, and the more his mind 
became captivated by illusive external appearances, the 
more this power became lost *" 5 The same doctrine is de- 
veloped by the most distinguished disciple of Paracelsus 
the Kentish Kosicrucian, Robert Fludd. “ There are other 
invisible writings, secretly impressed on the leaves of 

1 “ Comte da OabaJia." Second Entretieu, 

5 " ConteealO FratErnabis, “ c. viii. r 

* Hartmaneffl M Paracelsus," pp. SI, Fi£. 



204 


HISTORY OF THE ftOSICRUClANS. 


their company, and their wives and daughters are seldom 
visibly They transcend all the others in beauty, for they 
are natives of a purer elements 1 * * 

III. In the third place, the Rosicmeian manifestoes con- 
tain the doctrine of the mgmtura rorum, which again is of 
Pamcekisn origin. This is the “magical writing" referred 
to in the "Fama and the mystic characters of that “ Book 
of Nature" which, according to the “Confessic,” stands 
open “for all eyes," but ** can be read or understood by only 
a very few,” These characters are the seal of God im- 
printed “on the wonderful work of creation, on the heavens, 
tine earth, and o-n all beasts,"* This “signature of things n is 
described by Paracelsus as “a certain organic vital activity," 
which is frequently “expressed even in the exterior form of 
things ; and by observing that form wo may learn something 
in regard to their interior qualities, even without using our 
interior sight. We see that the internal character of a man 
is often expressed in his exterior appearance, even in the 
manner of his walking and in the sound of his voice. Like- 
wise the hidden character of things is to a certain extent 
expressed in their outward forms. As long as man re- 
mained in a natural state, he recognised the signatures of 
things and knew thdr true character; hut the more ho 
diverged from the path of Nature, and the more his mind 
became captivated by illusive external appearances, the 
more this power became lost *" 5 The same doctrine is de- 
veloped by the most distinguished disciple of Paracelsus 
the Kentish Kosicrucian, Robert Fludd. “ There are other 
invisible writings, secretly impressed on the leaves of 

1 “ Comte da OabaJia." Second Entretieu, 

5 " ConteealO FratErnabis, “ c. viii. r 

* Hartmaneffl M Paracelsus," pp. SI, Fi£. 
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teaches that the great agent in magic is the imagination 
confirmed by that faith which perfects will-power, and that 
the imagination, thus strengthened can create its own ob- 
jects, “ Man haa a visible and invisible workshop. The 
visible one is his body; the invisible one his imagination. 

. . . The iaiEigination is a sun in the sou] of man, acting in 
its own sphere as the sun of the earth acts in his. Wher- 
ever the latter shines, germs planted in the soil grow, and 
vegetation springs up; and the sun of the soul acts in a 
similar manner, and calls the forma of the soul into exist- 
ence. . , . The spirit ia the master, imagination the tool, 
and the body the plastic material Imagination is the 
power hy which the will forms sidereal entities out of 
thoughts. It is not which latter is the cornet-atolie 

of superstition and foolishness* , . . The power of the 
imagination is a great factor in medicine. It may produce 
diseases in man and in animals;, and it may cure them,” 1 
This theory covers all the phenomena of visions, ecstaciea, 
evocations, and other pseudo -miracles, recognising ttiatthcy 
are facts, and accounting for the futility of their results, 

V. Whether the Ifcostcrucians pretended to manufacture 
material gold is a question which is difficult to decide from 
the materials contained in their manifestoes* They acknow- 
ledge the fact of transmutation) and call it a ft great gift of 
God ; r but lt as it bringetli not always with it a knowledge 
of Nature, while this knowledge bringeth forth both that 
and an infinite number of other natural miracles, it is right 
that we be rather earnest to attain to the knowledge of 
philosophy, nor tempt excellent wits to the tincture of 
metals sooner then to the observation of Nature.” 2 What- 
ever may be thought of thiR reasoning, it definitely places 
1 "Confwdo Fraternitatis,” o, k3. * Ibid. 
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the liosicrucians in that school of alchemy to which 1 made 
reference at the close of the first chapter, and whose aim 
was to accomplish the spiritual side of the magnum opu$ t or 
great wort o-f alchemical reeonstmddom ¥or them the 
transmutation of metals being no operation of common 
chemistry, 1 both the “Fama” and “ Gonfessio n appear to 
condemn indiscriminately all professors of the purely phy- 
sical process, which they call <f thc ungodly and accursed 
gold-making.” Here, as in their other opinions, they echo 
Paracelsus. Ci What shall I say to you about all your 
alchemical prescriptions, about all your retorts and bottles, 
crucibles^ inortaTs, and glasses ; about a]l your complicated 
processes of distilling, melting, cohibiting, coagulating, sub- 
limating, precipitating, and Altering, all the tomfoolery for 
which you throw away your time and your money. All 
such things aro useless, and the labour over them is lost. 
They are rather an impediment than, a help to arrive at the 
truth.” After the same fashion, the " Conieesio )f de- 
nounces the (£ monstrous symbols and enigmas” by wliich 
pseudo-chy mists impose upon credulous curiosity. Ac- 
cording to Dr ITartmann, £( Paracelsus asserts that it is pos- 
sible to make gold and silver by chemical means; still he 
condemns such experiments ae useless, and it seems to be 
more than probable that even in such chemical experiments 
as may have succeeded, something more than, merely 
chemical manipulations was required to make them eut- 
cesfjfuL” 2 Eliphas L^vi, one of the most profound, com- 
mentators on Paracelsus, declares that “ there is light in 
geld, gold in light, and light in all things.” Thus the first 

1 On this poiflt its ** Mysteries vt Magic,* Biographical and 
■Critical Prelac®, p. xliii. 

1 Hartmann ’a ci ParaccfenR," pp, 1 77, 17-G. 
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raptor of the miqnum opts is both within and about m f 
and “the intelligent will, which assimilates light, directs 
the operations of substantial form, and only employs 
chemistry as a very secondary instrument" 1 

At the same time the Eosicruciane claimed to be in poa- 
session of lt great treasures of gold/’ and of the purse of 
Furtu fiatus. There seems no special reason to doubt that 
they intended this to be literally construed, and the H Fama ” 
definitely states tliat it was a project of their founder, C. E., 
to institute a society in Europe ** which might hays gold, 
silver, and precious stones sufficient for to bestow them on 
kings.” 

V 1. Closely connected with the secret of metallic trans- 
mutation is tf the supreme medicine of the world,” the life- 
elixir, which, according to Bernard -Ic-Trevisan (fifteenth 
century), is the reduction of the Philosophical Stone into 
mercurial water. It cures all diseases, and prolongs life 
beyond the oorraa! limits. Without claiming to be actually 
in possession of this 

“ Wonderful Csthnlioon, 

Of very subtle and magical powers,” 

the Itesicmciana come before us as essentially, or at least pri- 
marily, a healing fraternity. “ Their agreement was this 
, . . + That none of them should profess any other thing 
than U> cure the sick, and that gratis.” 3 Professor Buhle, 
in hia notice of the Eosicmdans and Freemasons, says that 
the evils of Germany at this period were immense, that the 
land was overswept by a (< great storm of wretchedness and 
confusion,” The science of medicine was still in its infancy, 
the Lutheran Eeformation, by spoliating monasteries, had 

1 *' Mysteries of Magic,” p, 204, E ** Fama Frulemitfctig." p. 7fr 
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destroyed hospitals, 1 and the diseases and miseries unavoid- 
ably consequent on unsanitary principles and medical guess- 
work, were undoubtedly very widely spread The utter in- 
competence of the ancient methods led many others besides 
the Eosicrudama to disregard and denounce the traditional 
authority', and in the wide held of cjcperiiaental research 
to lay the foundations of a new and ratineal hypothesis 
The gercna of tkf3 revolution arc found in Paracelsus,,, and 
the practical theosophy — medicine itself being a branch of 
mysticism from the standpoint of orthodox my atica— prac- 
tised by Bosicrucian adepts is their strongest claim on our 
favour, the one golden lint which joins their dissonant 
commonplace with the Orphean harmonies of true and 
divine occultism. 

It will be sufficient to enumerate only their belief in a. 
secret philosophy, perpetuated from primeval times, in ever- 
burning lamps, in vision at a distance, and in the approach- 
i ng end of the w orld. I have sho wn mdispu Lably that there 
was no novelty in the liosicrueian pretensions, and no ori- 
ginality in their views. They appear before lie as Lutheran 
disciples of Paracelsus ; and, returning for a moment to the 
problem discussed in the introduction, we find nothing in 
either manifesto to connect them with the typology of a 
remote period. It is, therefore, m modern, not ancient, 
times that we must seek an explanation of the device of the 
Rose Cross, A. passage contained in “ The €hymical Mar- 
riage qf Christian, Rasencreuta will assist in the ablution 
of this important point. 

1 “ The origin uf ulU present tcrajjitalE lymst looked for iu 
monastic arrangement® for tho ear* of the aick and Indigent. Every 
monastery )ib 4 its ix/rniam, managed by an in which, 

nut only wete Hick and cod.v idofleents trotted, but also tku ajL^d. (be 
blind, the weak, fcc., were hoiiacd. 1 '— ^ Encyo, Brit./ 1 Uth ed,, ». o, 
“ Hospital ” 
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CHAPTER VIL 

ANTIQUITY OF THE ROSICRUOIAN FRATERNITl! - . 

Ttjf, antiquity of the Rose in symbolism and of the Cross 
in symbolism, as I have already said, is no proof whatso- 
ever of the antiquity of a society which we find to he using 
them at a period subsequent to the Renaissance; hut, ac- 
cording to John Ileydon, the Rosie ruciang. ** hayo been since 
Christ- ” they " inhabits the suburbs of Heaven/’ and are "as 
the eyes and ears of the great King, seeing and hearing all 
things," Tho existence of a “ divine Fraternity” on the 
astral plane, or in the fourth dimension, however u seraphic- 
ally illuminated/’ and with whatever powers they may bo 
invested by tho Generalissimo of the world," is a point- 
which transcends the investigations of the merely human 
historian. His researches, however, have determined that, 
within his own limits — that is, on the physical plane 
of time and space— there are no vestiges of the Rosicru clans 
traceable before the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
and that the belief in their antiquity originates in a priori 
considerations which are concerned with tho predilections 
and prejudices of thinkers whose faith and imagination have 
been favoured by evolution or environment at the expense 
of their judgment, and who determine historical questions 
by the illumination of their own understandings rather than 
by the light of facts. 

Such persons are beyond the reach of criticism, and, as 
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they are neither numerous nor important* may be left bask- 
ing in the aimshine ef a pleasing aberration, which is inte- 
resting in days of disilluaioin But the existence and 
occasional prevalence in all ages of the world of those 
theosophical ideas, which arc at the root of Eosicmcian 
philosophy have caused even serious students to ■consider tile 
Fraternity of an almost incredible antiquity— a hypothesis 
which win? golden opinions from those who delight in con- 
necting the invisible threads of the secret societies and 
tricing them to a single primal source* of which one and 
all arc ramifications more or less identical in ceremonies, 
secrets, and purposes. 

Addressing myself to these students, I would say with 
Buhle that whoever adopts t-his hypothesis “ ia bound to 
show, in the first place, in what respect the deduction of 
this order from modern history is at a El unsatisfactory ; and 
secondly, upon his own assumption of a far elder origin, 
to explain how it liappeiied that for sixteen, entire centuries 
no contemporary writers have made any allusion to it." 

Solomon Sender is one of the few writers whose erudition 
is unquestionable, and who have supported this view \ but 
the facte which be cites are entirely inconclusive. He 
proves the existence in the fourteenth century of “ an asso- 
ciation of physicians and alchemists who united their 
knowledge and their labours to attain the discovery of the 
Philosophic Stone.” It is this association to which the 
alchemist Raymond Lully 1 apparently refers in his “Tbea- 

J This jjcnaUnkgie is not tu Lb Ooufuacd with the author of the tf Ats 
Seiendi,” the illuminated philosnpEier and evangelist of Parma 
in Majorca, who united the iiaiut ami ihc man of Kci^nce, the j j]<: [u - 
phyutciATL ami the preacher, the apoatie tuid tfe* itinerant lurtnrer, 
ths diideeticiaii. anil the inartyr, m ono remarkablfi Individ Uil'ly, 
The alchemist Haymorul Lully, 14 ojjo of the jcnujil and sublime 
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trum Gliymic am” 1 printed at 3 traabourg in 1 6 1 3* as a sec 
society existing during the fourteenth century in Italy, and 
the chief of which was called Rex Physicoram, Figulns 2 
states it to have been founded in 1410, and asserts it to 
have merged in the Eofjicrucian Order about the year 
1607. The same careful investigator cites an anonymous 
letter, published at the end of the sixteenth century, and 
stating the age of a certain secret society to be above two 
thousand years, It is also asserted that the- alchemist 
Nicholas Bamuod conceived in 1591 a project of establish- 
ing a secret convention of theosophicai mystics, who were 
to devote themselves to a determined investigation of all 
Kabbalistic sciences, and that he scoured both Germany 
and France with this object. Finally, the “Echo of the 
God-illuminated Order of the Brethren R. C," tells us that 
in 1597 an attempt wae actually made to found such a 
society, apparently tin the lines laid down by Barna-dd, 
and it is a remarkable fact that tire preface to the Christian 
Reader which is prefixed to this curious publication, is 
dated June 1597, while that which is addressed to the 

[[Limit 4 ; [ft of the science, " according to Eliphaa L£vi, lived after 1315, 
the data of the mii rtyrtr duath, end nothing is known of his history, 
except hla Aatounding transmutations h said t.o have btCi'i A 
it Alive of Ferrago, and hue fc]eon described aa “a Juwifth neophyte,” 
John Cremer, the abbot of Westminster, describes his reception by 
Edward T, King of England, who gave him an apartment III the 
Tower to perform kin trun emu tattoos, bat the welcome guest soon 
found himself a prisoner, and with difficulty efleeted his cse&pe, 0ee 
“Cremerl Ah»lU Weetmonjuterien&iA Teatamentum,” in the 
“Museum Uermeticum/’ 4 to, Franefurt, t#77-7&, Ca-mdcii, En 
his M TScoloEiaatLCfll Monumontif," gives hImj some details of Lully’s 
sojourn in England. 

1 a S7, p. 139 

* Benedictus FiguLus was the author of “ Pandora Magna ] IrnnT 
“ Farad iana Aureolus |T!;^nceticufl 1 1, “ Rosarium Novum Olympituln 
et Renedletuih, " “ The&nu-inelLa, Olympics, ' 3 all published in 1698. 
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Brotherhood is dated l Nov. 1615, the book itself not 
having appeared till 16 SO. 

These facts and statements ate of the highest interest and 
of very considerable importance within their own ^ sphere, 
but the existence of secret associations even two thousand 
years old, much loss the attempts occasionally made to 
establish others, affords no proof that they were in any way 
connected, or are to be identified, with the Ecsierucian 
Brotherhood, whose violent antb Papal prejudices and ultia- 
ProteeUnt principles are sufficient proof of a post- Lutheran 
origin. 

The only sect or association with which the Jlosi crucians 
may be pertinently compared, and which we hear of before 
the year 1610, is the Militia. Crurifem Evangelica which 
assembled at Lunenburg in 1598 under the auspices of the 
mystic and theosophist, Simon Studion, Its proceedings 
are reported in an unprinted work from his pen entitled 
Naometriaj, sou nuda at prinia libri, intus et foris aeripti, 
per ckvcm Davidis et caJamum (virga siuriiem) apertio ; in 
quo non tantum ad cognoscenda tarn S- Scripture totius, 
quam u&tur& quoqne universal, mysteria, brevis fit intrq- 
duetio — veram etiam Prognostic's (stolid dims maturing 
Anno Domini 1572, conepectee ductu) demonstratnr Ad- 
ventus illo Christi ante diem uovissioimn aecuitdus per 
qneui homino peccati (Papa) cum filio sue perditionis 
(Mahomedo) divimtua devestato, ipse ecclesiam suam et 
prineipatus mundi restaurabi&j ufc in ils post hac sit cum 
ovili pastor nnu& In cruciferee militiai Evangelic® gratiani. 
Authors 8imone Rtudione inter Scorpioncs. Anno 
As this work exists only in manuscript, and as there is no 
transcript of this manuscript to be found in the English 
public libraries, ray chief knowledge of its contents, and of 
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the sect 'which it represents, is derived from 311 unsatisfac- 
tory notice fry Professor Bulk, who describes the MiFiui 
ae ft Protestant sett heated by apocalyptic dreams, ftn<1 de- 
clares the object of the assembly to have been apparently 
" exclusively connected with religion, 1 ' But it is clear from 
the life of Stud ion that he was passionately -devoted to 
alchemy, and the spiritual aide of the magnum opus was 
probably the aim of these enfchus Easts,, who are otherwise 
identified in their views with the illumiuati of the itose- 
Oross, Like these they believed that the books of Revela- 
tion and of X a tore were et fori? smjpfij written within 
and without, that is, they contain a secret meaning for 
the initiates of mystical wisdom \ that the unaccountable 
appearance of new stars id the sky was significant of im- 
portant events in the approximate future ; that the last day 
was at hand ; that t-he "Pope wa& Anti-Christ and the Man 
of Sin; and finally, as Bulde himself confesses, the “Nao- 
inetria "- contains a great deal of mysticism and prophecy 
about the Jtose and the Cross. 

These points of resemblance arc,. I think, insufficient to 
establish a connection between the Militia Cruci/era Rvaw- 
geiica and the Eodcnicians in a logical mind, but they are 
certainly curious and interesting. It will be shown in the 
next chapter why the symbolism of the Kose and the Cross 
was common to both Associations. 

The antiquity of the Itosi crucian 3, as I have hinted , finds 
few supper belts at the present day, tlii3 view being chiefly 
confined to the members of psendo-Bosiorucian societies, and 
to the pseudo-historian of the order, Mr Hargrave Jennings. 
From the fictitious importance unaccountably ascribed to 
the ill-considered and worthless work of this writer it seems 
necessary to conclude with a short notice of the incoherent 
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and visionary rumblings in " The Eoskimcians ; their Kites 
and Mysteries," Mr Jennings may congratulate himself 
on being "that distinguished esoteric liittifatmt** who 
writes tile worst English of this or any century, but he is 
a great man, a magician of the first order, in the important 
matter of titles. I freely confess that his work on this 
subject is ao attractively labelled that it exercises an irre- 
sistible charm oyer the student M The Eosieruciana : their 
Kites and Mysteries, with chapters on the ancient Fire and 
Serpent ~W nrsb ippers, and explanations of the Mystic Sym- 
bols represented on the monument? and talismans qf the 
Primeval Philosophers,” is a label not otherwise than 
superb, It is a w strong delusion ” which tempts the hesi- 
tating purchaser, and has often prompted the too credulous 
reader, by the subtlety of its mystic charm, <( to believe” 
—at least the very opposite of w hat is true. 

The book, so far as the Itosicrucians are concerned, 
begins with an account of an “ historical adventure in Staf- 
fordshire,” which is curiously distorted in the interests 
of an inexpensive sensationalism, and after much loquacity 
on ** the insufficiency of worldly objects,” wo are introduced 
in the seventh chapter, without preface or apology, to the 
" Mythical history of the Ftstcr-deAys* Druidic Cromlechs, 
and Gnostic Abraxas Gems. The rest of the work is ltosi- 
crucism certainly, so far as the titles of the chapters are 
concerned, but nut farther. Thus we have u The Rosy- 
Cross in Indian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman* and Mediaeval 
monuments, ?? u Presence of the Roflicmcians in Christian 
Architecture," &c,, but the chapters themselves are devoted 
to tho lingara and the great pyramid, Persian fire-worship, 
phallic and serpent symbolism, and etymological specula- 
tions which would have astonished even Godfrey Higgins, 



